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BWI Rail Station Improvements

and Fourth Track Project 

Public Information Meeting

May 12, 2015
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Meeting Purpose
n 	�Review current plans for the proposed 

station and fourth track
n 	�Ask questions of the study team on how 

the project would effect:
		  n	Noise Levels

		  n	�Historic Resources (Section 106 Public 
Involvement Process)

		  n	Natural Resources

n 	�Review the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) and provide comments
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Project Need
n 	�Improve reliability and on-time performance throughout 

the Northeast Corridor, the busiest passenger rail corridor in 
North America

	 n	1,800 one-way trips each weekday

 	 n	�Serves Amtrak Regional, Acela Express, Commuter Trains (MARC), 
Freight Service

	 n	�84 Amtrak trains and 47 MARC trains/day between Odenton and 
Halethorpe 

n 	�Improve infrastructure and meet future demand
 	 n	�Part of planned improvements in the corridor including, MARC Growth 

and Investment Plan, and Northeast Corridor Infrastructure Master Plan 

n 	Improve station building and facilities
 	 n	�8th busiest station in Northeast Corridor

 	 n	�110 stops daily between MARC and Amtrak

 	 n	�13,600 Amtrak and 19,000 MARC daily 
passengers 

n 	Legislative mandate to reduce trip times
 	 n	�2008 Passenger Rail Investment and 

Improvement Act

 	 n	�Current: Washington, D.C. to  New York 
City on Acela Express trip time is 2 hours 
and 52 minutes

 	 n	�2023 Goal: 2 hours and 30 minutes 

 	 n	�2030 Goal: 2 hours and 15 minutes
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Project Location
n 	�Nine miles of corridor 

from just south of 
Halethorpe MARC 
Station to just north 
of Odenton MARC 
Station, including BWI 
Station

n 	�Communities in the 
project study area 
include:

	 n	�Halethorpe

	 n	�Elkridge

	 n	�Patapsco

	 n	�Hanover

	 n	�Harmans

	 n	�Severn

	 n	�Fort Meade

	 n	�Odenton
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National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA)

The NEPA process includes:
	 n	�Defining the purpose and need of the project

	 n	�Developing conceptual alternatives

	 n	�Holding a public open house to receive 
community comments (February 2011)

	 n	�Developing alternatives

	 n	�Conducting environmental inventory (survey of 
resources in the study area)

	 n	�Assessing environmental impacts (study 
potential impacts of each alternative)

	 n	�Presenting findings in a Draft EA (April 2015)

	 n	�Public comment period and public information 
meeting (May 2015)

	 n	�MTA inviting public and agency comment on EA 
and process

	 n	�Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) issues 
environmental decision, perhaps Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI)

	 n	�Final design (if funded)

	 n	�Construction (if funded) 
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Project Features

n 	�New fourth track on the Northeast Corridor 
between Halethorpe and Odenton

n 	�New platform arrangement and an 
additional platform at BWI Station

n 	�A replacement BWI Rail Station building
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Build Alternative –  
New Station and 

Additional Platform

n	� Updated passenger amenities including large 
waiting area, improved vending and restrooms

n	Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant
n	� Elevated concourse-level walkway from station to 

tracks and passenger waiting area

Existing Proposed
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Build Alternative – 
Fourth Track

n 	�Nine miles of a new fourth track
n 	�Proposed fourth track and overall track 

improvements would require:
 	 n	�Major modifications to four railroad structures 

 		  n	� The Herbert Run Bridge

 		  n	� The Patapsco River Bridge

 		  n	� The Furnace Road Bridge

 		  n	� A pedestrian underpass in Severn

	 n	�Replacement of one single-span highway structure 
(Reece Road Bridge) with a longer structure

	 n	�Modifications to 17 drainage structures/pipe crossings 
to accommodate the new track/access road
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Resource Impacts
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Wetlands

* WSSC: Wetland of Special State Concern

* Wetlands of Special State Concern
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Floodplains

n 	�Approximately 19.6 acres 
of total impact within the 
mapped 100-year floodplain

	 n	�15.3 acres Stony Run and its 
tributaries

	 n	�0.5 acre Herbert Run

 	 n	�3.4 acres Patapsco River 

	 n	�0.3 acre Severn Run

	 n	�0.1 acre Beaver Creek

n 	�Mitigation: Retaining walls 
will be used to minimize 
floodplain impacts
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Forests

n 	� Impact approximately 
17.3 acres of mapped 
forest resources

n 	� Mitigation: MTA will 
coordinate with DNR 
to develop a Forest 
Conservation Plan 
during final design
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Noise
n 	�Noise Methodology 
	� Step 1: Identified 

representative noise 
receptors

	� Step 2: Determined 
existing short-term 
and long-term noise 
levels

	� Step 3: Predict 
future noise levels 
for conventional and 
high-speed trains

	� Step 4: Compare 
predicted noise levels 
with allowable noise level 
exposure

	� Step 5: Determine if 
there is a noise impact

n 	�Category groups for  
noise-sensitive land 
uses

	 n	�Category 1. Buildings or 
parks where quiet is an 
essential element of their 
intended purpose

	 n	�Category 2. Residences 
and buildings where 
people normally sleep

	 n	�Category 3. Institutional 
land uses with primarily 
daytime and evening use
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Noise Monitoring 
Locations
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Noise Level Impacts
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Parks
n 	�0.65 acre of total 

acquisition from 
Patapsco Valley 
State Park

n 	�Part of vegetative 
buffer

n 	�MD Department of 
Natural Resources 
concurs no effect on 
park activities 
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Cultural Resources
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) of 1966, as amended, requires federal agencies 
to take into account the effect of any undertaking on 
historic properties

n 	� Architectural properties

n 	� Mitigation
	 n	�Development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) by 

FRA/MTA/SHA in consultation with Maryland Historical Trust 
and Section 106 consulting parties, including circulation for 
comments

	 n	�Phase 2 investigations to determine eligibility for listing on the 
NRHP for Archeological sites

	 n	�Protective fencing for Higgins Site during construction

	 n	�Recordation of Reece Road Bridge prior to demolition

n 	� Archeological Sites
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Cultural Resources



19

Section 4(f)
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 
1966 stipulates that the Department of Transportation 
agencies (which includes the Federal Railroad Administration) 
cannot approve the use of land from publicly owned parks, 
recreational areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, or public and 
private historical sites unless the following conditions apply:
	 n	�There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of land
	 n	�The action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the 

property resulting from use

n	� Section 4(f) Properties
	 n 	�Patapsco Valley State Park – De minimis use; DNR concurrence on 

February 6, 2012
	 n 	�Reece Road Bridge (Bridge No. 0207500) 

Avoidance Alternatives Considered for Reece Road Bridge
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Next Steps and Schedule

n 	�Finalize EA and FONSI as warranted 

n 	�Initiate final design Fall 2015*

n 	�Begin construction Fall 2017*

n 	�Fourth track open for operation Spring 2020*

n 	�New station open for operation Spring 2021*

* Stages not yet funded
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Thank you!

n 	�Thank you for attending

n 	�Please check the project website for meeting 
materials and additional information:  
http://mta.maryland.gov/bwi-amtrak-rail-
improvement

n 	�Submit comments or questions to:

			�   Scott Lyle, Project Advisor
			   Maryland Transit Administration
			   Office of Engineering
			   6 St. Paul Street, 6th Floor
			   Baltimore, MD 21202
			   SLyle@mta.maryland.gov


