
Summary Minutes MARC Advisory Council Meeting 
Thursday April 16, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 

Hall of the States, Room 231 
444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001-1512 

 
Attendees: 
 
MARC Advisory Council: 

Andrea Richardson, Brunswick – Absent 
Carol Oberdorfer, Brunswick – Present 
Chikwe Njoku, Penn & Camden – Absent 
Christopher Field, Penn – Absent – work/excused 
David Frederick, Brunswick - Present 
Hameed Ahmed, Camden – Absent 
Josh Friedman, Camden – Absent 
Juan Calvo, Penn – Absent 
Laurence Gross, Brunswick – Absent – work/excused 
Lynda Clarke, Penn – Present 
Makeda Scott – Penn – Absent 
Mark Dysart, Brunswick - Absent 
Rafael Guroian, Penn & Camden – Present 
Scott Minos, Brunswick – Absent 
Steve Chan, Penn – Present 

Staff: 
Jim Knighton - MTA Director of External Affairs 
Simon Taylor – Assistant Deputy Administrator – Transit Operations 

Guests: 
Miraim Schoenbaum 
Sasha Maria Puyans 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:36 PM by Chairman Rafi Guroian.   
 
Rafi explained that we are having a series of guest speakers to help give the MARC Riders Advisory Council 
direction. 
 
Last Month Kate Warr – Administrator of the Amtrak Customer Advisory Committee - came to speak to us 
about customer advocacy issues, rather than politics. 
 
Rafi introduced Delegate Alfred Carr http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa14770.html  who 
represents the 18th Legislative District in Montgomery County.   
 
Delegate Al Carr lives in Kensington, which has a MARC train station.  Governor O’Malley has announced 
plans for the long range expansion of the MARC service.  Unfortunately, the way in which MARC and Mass 
Transit are funded makes it difficult to make long range strategic plans, much less short range operational plans.  
Gas Taxes and Titling/Registration fees are the primary funding sources.  Sales Tax revenue is a smaller 
funding source.  Problem: When fuel prices increase, people buy less fuel and buy fewer cars.  This causes a 
reduction in fuel tax revenue, titling/registration fee revenue, and sales tax revenue, which means that the 
MARC train system’s budget gets reduced.  However, during high fuel prices, ridership on the MARC train 
system and mass transit increases dramatically.   

http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa14770.html


 
Delegate Al Carr submitted House Bill #492 http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/bills/hb/hb0492f.pdf  , which 
proposed that a commission be formed to find better ways to fund mass transit.  This commission would look 
into what other cities and counties are doing for funding, and to examine studies done by other cities, counties, 
and states.  Because of budget shortfalls, this year has been bad for the formation of committees and task forces.  
Committees and task forces are frequently staffed by state employees.  With the current budget crisis and 
reductions in force, there are no spare resources to staff committees and task forces, so House Bill #492 did not 
pass.  
 
Also discussed was a new proposed West Silver Spring station on the Brunswick Line, and the synergistic 
effects that new mass transit and new housing developments have on each other.   
 
It was suggested that Rafi Guroian and Steve Chan contact Bill Hellmann, PE, who specializes in transportation 
planning and design, was a former Maryland Secretary of Transportation, and is a Partner Emeritus with 
Rummel, Klepper, & Kahl, LLP (RK&K), http://www.rkk.com/index.php/partners  a consulting company in 
Baltimore that specializes in transportation, environmental, construction, engineering, and planning.   
 
Simon Taylor discussed the direct funding that will be coming from the federal stimulus bill, which will be used 
for improvements to the Laurel, Muirkirk, BWI, and Penn Stations, as well as improvements to the Public 
Address system and LED signs.  
 
Other sources of money that President Obama has mentioned will be used to fund high speed rail in the US.  
Plans are in the works for a high-speed 4th rail line that will go past the BWI rail station. 
 
CSX has received federal funding, and is planning on double-stacking freight cars. 
 
Rafi Guroian presented a PowerPoint presentation that he developed: “MARC Riders Advisory Council 35 Year 
Vision – Identifying the Right Track – Commuter vs. Corridor Rail – The Formula”. 
 
This presentation showed current and proposed rail service – both commuter and long distance – for major 
metropolitan areas throughout the United States.  Rafi was able to compare the different rail systems, the 
coverage of present and future tracks, as well as explain funding sources for the different systems.  Southern 
California, Chicago, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Maryland/DC were covered. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM Thursday April 16, 2009. 
 

http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/bills/hb/hb0492f.pdf
http://www.rkk.com/index.php/partners
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