
Summary Minutes MARC Advisory Council Meeting 
Thursday February 19, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 

Acela First-Class Lounge 
Union Station 

Washington, D.C. 20001-1512 
 
Attendees: 
 
MARC Advisory Council: 

Andrea Richardson, Brunswick – Present 
Carol Oberdorfer, Brunswick – Absent 
Chikwe Njoku, Penn & Camden – Absent 
Christopher Field, Penn – Present 
David Frederick, Brunswick - Present 
Hameed Ahmed, Camden – Absent 
Josh Friedman, Camden – Absent 
Juan Calvo, Penn – Absent 
Laurence Gross, Brunswick – Present 
Lynda Clarke, Penn – Present 
Makeda Scott – Penn – Absent 
Mark Dysart, Brunswick  - Absent 
Rafael Guroian, Penn & Camden – Present 
Scott Minos, Brunswick – Absent 
Steve Chan, Penn – Present 

Staff: 
John Hovatter – MTA Director of MARC Train & Commuter Bus Services 
Jim Knighton - MTA Director of External Affairs 
 

Guests: 
 No Guests were present 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 PM by Chairman Rafi Guroian   
 
Rafi proposed monthly meetings - the  bi-monthly meetings as required by our by-laws, plus meetings on the 
alternate months.  Steve Chan would chair the alternate meetings.  There was agreement from all members 
present.   
 
Rafi Guroian, Lynda Clarke, and Steve Chan met over breakfast on Saturday February 7, 2009.  There was 
agreement that the council needs to be more active and supportive of John Hovatter and his people.  Rafi 
Guroian will set up a web page, and will allow the submitting of  hardware problems, which Rafi will send to 
John Hovatter twice a week or so. 
 
Rafi suggested that the council issue a report quarterly or annually to the MTA.  This report could also include 
an opinion of what direction the council would like to see MARC move towards.   
 
Rafi discussed the Amtrak Customer Advisory Committee 
http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/am2Copy/Title_Image_Copy_Page&c=am2
Copy&cid=1081794202480&ssid=242   which has been in existence since 1997.  They hold bi-monthly 
meetings in Wilmington, Delaware.   
 

http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/am2Copy/Title_Image_Copy_Page&c=am2Copy&cid=1081794202480&ssid=242
http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/am2Copy/Title_Image_Copy_Page&c=am2Copy&cid=1081794202480&ssid=242


Rafi Guroian has also been working to get in contact with our corresponding groups at VRE, NJ Transit, and 
other commuter railroads in the north-east. 
 
Rafi Guroian has proposed an excursion train ride on the MARC train system, where the council members could 
travel all three lines. 
 
In an effort to improve the council, those members who have two consecutive unexcused absences to the bi-
monthly meetings without prior notification of their absence will be removed from the council.   
 
Lynda Clarke suggested that we support an effort to reach out and recruit disabled riders for council 
membership.   
 
John Hovatter announced that MARC is putting Quik-Trak Ticket Machines at many of the MARC train 
stations.  This will allow passengers to purchase any type of ticket with a credit card, but will not accept any 
transit benefits.  This is not a smart card system.   
 
Jim Knighton gave a legislative update.  Jim also serves as the MTA’s liaison to the Maryland General 
Assembly.  Jim reported that Delegate Alfred Carr of the 18th Legislative District in Montgomery County has 
sponsored House Bill 492 http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/fnotes/bil_0002/hb0492.pdf  – Commission on 
Commuter Rail Governance and Funding.  This bill proposes the formation of a 25 member commission that 
would examine and report on commuter rail needs in the state and region, and receive input from commuter rail 
users and other members of the public.  Delegate Carr is also sponsoring House Bill 206 
http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/fnotes/bil_0006/hb0206.pdf  - Maryland Transit Administration Study – New 
West Silver Spring Commuter Rail Station.  This bill would require the MTA to study and report on the costs, 
benefits, and feasibility of a new Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC) train station on the Brunswick 
Line in Montgomery County near the Walter Reed Annex, community of Linden, and Forest Glen Seminary.   
 
John Hovatter reported that regarding the renovation of the Halethorpe station on the Penn line – work is due to 
start in June 2009, with a notice to proceed in the Fall of 2009.  The new estimated cost is approximately $18 
million. 
 
John Hovatter also reported that the first of the new diesel engines should be arriving in about two weeks. 
 
Rafi Guroian announced the next council meeting would be on Thursday March 19, 2009. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:46 PM Thursday February 19, 2009. 
 

http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/fnotes/bil_0002/hb0492.pdf
http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/fnotes/bil_0006/hb0206.pdf
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