




































































































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSES TO TESTIMONY 



































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENTS DURING PUBLIC HEARING 

 

(No other comments were received during the open comment period.) 
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Kirk Avenue Bus Division 
Modernization Study 

Public Involvement Summary 
 

 

� June 2007 Open House 

o On June 20, 2007 an Open House was held to update the community on 

the status of the project.  The following efforts were conducted to 

publicize the meetings: 

� Information was posted on the MTA web site  

� Mailing to Project Mailing List 

� Advertisements in local papers 

• Baltimore Times 

• Afro-American Newspaper 

� Announcements on MTA Radio Transit Team reports 

� Announcement Posted at Resource Centers 

• Church of St. Ann 

• Cecil Elementary School / Cecil Recreation Center 

• Kirk Avenue Facility 

� Rack cards placed on bus routes in the area 

� Targeted Phone Calls/Emails 

• Pat Tracey (RCI) 

• Office of Honorable Maggie McIntosh, Maryland House of 

Delegates 

� Targeted Neighborhood Postcard Distribution 

� MTA Email Alert System 

� Banner / Lawn signs in front of current Kirk Avenue facility with 

meeting information 

� Posted at the Health Center and Fire Hall  

� Posted at Kirk Avenue Facility Employees Informational Station 

o A Questions and Answers Flyer was developed and distributed to meeting 

attendees. 

o Thank you letters were sent to all attendees. 

o MTA responded in writing to comments submitted during the meeting. 

� A meeting was held on September 18, 2007 on the front porch of the home of 

Mrs. Morton (a concerned neighbor) to discuss short-term improvements that are 

planned for the Kirk Avenue Bus Division.  This included new landscaping and 

fencing.  MTA representatives asked for community feedback on the options 

presented. 

o The MTA contacted Mrs. Morton about having this meeting.  Mrs. Morton 

invited residents to attend, and notified MTA contact Pat Tracey of Johns 

Hopkins University of the meeting.  

� In September Ms. Devon Wilford-Said with the Greater Greenmount Community 

Association was also contacted about a meeting to discuss the short-term 

improvements planned for the Kirk Bus Division.  She said that at that time they 

did not have space on their schedule, but she would look into a future date.  
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� On September 22, 2007 the MTA gave a tour of the Northwest Bus Division to 

the residents that live around the Kirk Bus Division.  A total of 15 people 

attended.  

o MTA placed phone calls and invitations were sent to a listing of concerned 

community members previously provided by contacts involved in the 

project.  Invitee list is attached.  

o Thank you letters were sent to all attendees.  

� On December 5, 2007 a Community meeting was held to update the community 

on project progression.  To publicize the meeting the following efforts were 

conducted: 

o Information was posted on the MTA web site  

o Mailing to Project Mailing List  

o Advertisements in local papers 

� Afro-American Newspaper  

� Baltimore Examiner  

� Baltimore Sun  

o Announcements on MTA Radio Transit Team reports  

o Announcements Posted at Resource Centers  

� Church of St. Ann 

� Cecil Elementary School / Cecil Recreation Center 

� Kirk Avenue Facility 

o Neighborhood/Previous Meeting Attendees Mailing  

o Targeted Phone Calls 

� Pat Tracey (RCI) 

� Office of Honorable Maggie McIntosh, Maryland House of 

Delegates 

� Select Citizens (Mrs. Morton) 

o MTA Email Alert System  

o Banner / Lawn signs in front of current Kirk Avenue facility with meeting 

information 

� On December 11, 2007 project team members met with the Greater Greenmount 

Community Association.  At this meeting team members presented the 

PowerPoint presentation from the December 2007 Community meeting. 

Additionally, community members were able to have their questions answered by 

the project team.  

� On January 22, 2008 the MTA held a make-up Community meeting due to the 

inclement weather that occurred on the evening of the December 5, 2007 meeting. 

To publicize the meeting the following efforts were conducted: 

o A flier was developed and mailed to community contacts mailing list 

o Delivered fliers to: 

� Church of St. Ann 

� Cecil Elementary School / Cecil Recreation Center 

� Kirk Avenue Facility 

o Advertisements in local papers 

� Baltimore Times 

 

2



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARD LETTER TO ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 

FROM PAUL J. WIEDEFELD 
 

DATED APRIL 13, 2007 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 13, 2007 

 

«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 

«JobTitle» 

«Address1» 

«Address2» 

«City» «State»  «PostalCode» 

 

Dear «JobTitle» «LastName»: 

 

The Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) of the Maryland Department of Transportation 

(MDOT) is currently conducting project-planning activities for the modernization and expansion of the 

Kirk Avenue Bus Division.  At present, the bus division operates on a constrained 6.7-acre site, which 

does not allow efficient operation and maintenance functions.  We are reconstructing and increasing the 

efficiency of the division to better serve the community and become a better neighbor.  The Reese Press 

Property at 2301 Kirk Avenue would be used for maintenance and or administrative functions.   

 

As planned, the modernized Kirk Bus Division will consist of two structures: an administration 

and transportation building for day-to-day operations, and a bus maintenance and storage facility housing 

the bus fleet.  An enclosed facility is envisioned, designed to reduce noise and improve ambient air 

quality, while providing an improved appearance for the new bus facility.  

 

MTA is currently in condemnation proceedings for the 4-acre property, and anticipates a yearlong 

acquisition process.   In the forthcoming weeks, MTA will be initiating the public involvement phase of 

the project to seek comments from the surrounding community, and Municipal and State agencies.  MTA 

will encourage community input on the configuration and appearance of the remodeled bus division 

through a series of public open house meetings, before completing preliminary design plans.  The public 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 20, 2007 from 4 –8 pm at Cecil Elementary School to discuss 

this project with community members, stakeholders, and elected officials.  This project is funded for 

planning and right-of-way acquisition, with initial construction funding programmed.    

 

Bob Schmelz, Project Manager for Kirk Avenue, can be reached at 410-727-3768.  I have 

directed Bob to contact your office to provide you with a briefing of the current status on the project.  We 

will continue to keep you informed of the project’s status. 

 

 

 Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

 Paul Wiedefeld 

 Administrator 

 

Attachments 
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE FLYER 
 

ADVERTISING THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JUNE 20, 2007 



A Notice from the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)

For additional information, please contact:
 
Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

 At the meeting you will:

• Have an opportunity to share
   your  concerns about the Kirk Avenue
   facility with MTA representatives

• Learn how the community and
   MTA can work together to upgrade
   the current facility and the community

• Hear about proposed plans
   for the modernization and  
   reconfiguration of the Kirk Avenue site 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
4 PM to 8 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To 
request special services such as an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least one 
week prior to the meeting.
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BALTIMORE TIMES NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JUNE 20, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Notice from the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)

For additional information, please contact: 
Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

 At the meeting you will:
• Have an opportunity to share
   your  concerns about the Kirk Avenue
   facility with MTA representatives

• Learn how the community and
   MTA can work together to upgrade
   the current facility and the community

• Hear about proposed plans
   for the modernization and  
   reconfiguration of the Kirk Avenue site 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
4 PM to 8 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To 
request special services such as an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least one 
week prior to the meeting.
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POSTCARD MAILED TO THE COMMUNITY 
 

ADVERTISING THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JUNE 20, 2007 



KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

At the meeting you will:
• Have an opportunity to share
  your  concerns about the Kirk Avenue
  facility with MTA representatives
• Learn how the community and
  MTA can work together to upgrade
  the current facility and the community
• Hear about proposed plans
  for the modernization and  reconfiguration  
of the Kirk Avenue site 

Meeting Information

Wednesday, June 20, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
4 PM to 8 PM

“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”
KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

At the meeting you will:
• Have an opportunity to share
  your  concerns about the Kirk Avenue
  facility with MTA representatives
• Learn how the community and
  MTA can work together to upgrade
  the current facility and the community
• Hear about proposed plans
  for the modernization and  reconfiguration  
of the Kirk Avenue site 

Meeting Information

Wednesday, June 20, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
4 PM to 8 PM

“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”
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For additional information, please contact:
 Bob Schmelz or George Hill

Office of Planning
 Maryland Transit Administration

6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

PLACE
 POSTAGE

 HERE

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To 
request special services such as an interpreter for the hearing 
impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least one week prior to 
the meeting.
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POSTCARD MAILING LIST 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JUNE 20, 2007 



Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Thomas Davis

Nicole Singleton

John E Kaylor

D P Price

Adewale Saliuokeola

Herbert Liggins

Neal H Mcneill

Ernestia D Kesler

Onika C Carter

Solutuions Real

Glenda Brantley

Ida O Rhyne

Behrouz Shaykholeslami

Jessie L Moseley

Alverta E Watkins

Ann Watson

Kendrick Johnson

Michelle Hale

Joseph Corson

Danielle D Alford

D Poole

Kimberly Johnso

James A Whitaker

Reginald Howard

Charles P Campbell

Patricia Williams

Wendy Hinton

Janie M Foster

Nancy L Hartgrove

Gloria J Edwards

Rosetta D Johnson

M A Stokes

Lverne Mccorkle

Juanita Lewis

Sam A Leopar

Gladys White

Naomi Knox

James C Goodson

Micheal George
Gunner Wortham

Jesse Watkins

Rawleigh F Fitzgerald Sr

Verna P Gee

1 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Antwaun Carter

Tonya Pearson

Earle Wilson

Cynthia Goode

Walter Price Sr

Melvin Ashe

James Dudley

Darlene Chester

Marie A White

Trry Holt

Emmett Driggers

Robert Colbert Sr

C Flowers

Tabathia Adams

Elberta Harris

Vera Gentry

Ernestine Little

Joan C Cornish

Milneace Elliott

Stanley Barnes

Margaret Williamson

Annie L Alston

Catherine Yates

Michelle D Langford

Deborah J Reid

Wanda D Brooks

Marian Grinnage

Davidia Paige

Julia Gilliam

Logan E Green

Allen L Johnson

Mary M Kelly

Talanda Rogers

J Oliver

Eugene Barber

George Dorsey

Rhonda Y Gilliam

Nanette E Colbert

Nadine Barber

B Witherspoon

Monica L Smith

Carl W Green

Adegbemisola Oladunjoye

2 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Walter Harris

Reginald Johnson

Vernal Gross

Chinwe Okoye

M Branch

Walter J Hunter

Patricia Moses

Roberta Mills

Joyce Garner

Joann Rice

A Russell

Latroye L Barber

Connie Burnett

Doris L Gilmore

Antoinette Wallace

George D Comegys

Annie Fleming

Theresa Wright

Stanley Barnes

Charlotte M Comegys

Tavon Mclean

Louivinia Smith

Ben Brown Jr

Teresa A Waddell

Wilbert J Evans

Wilbert A Ridgley Sr

Charles Mickens

Mickens Sarah

Susan Burton

Shawnise Jeffries

M Jacobs

Alexander Wilson

Trena Carter

Lelia A Harrison

Hanna G Negussie

Christopher A Blanton

Daphne A Washington

Gail P Griffin

Olivia Jackson

Fred Harvey

Michael D Madison

Henry Williams

Milton Tillman III

3 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

T Queen

David K Anderson

Y Fame

Freida Morton

Christian Randle

Zaida Clements

K Bradshaw

Nancy Williams

M Queen

Wendell Simon

Crystal W Johnson

Lance Gibson

Shona Baker

Michael Payne

Mingo B Bethea

Janice Morton

Tonise Murphy

Marian Reed

Alicia Taylor

Kateena Wallace

Verea Williams

Shantrece Ringgold

Michael G Hester

Shelby J Brooks

Shante Johnson

Fannie Groce

Margaret Y Adams

Evelyn Rogers

Dawn Carter

Daniel Jones

Linwood Henderson
George S Brunson

Philip R Hill

Lesley Lewis

Ira Davis

Hillmon Pastor

W Hillman

Suzette Lanier

Estelle Word

Walter M Henderson Jr

Todd Dubose

Paige Craddock

Gregory Lowman

4 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Amanda Walker

John A Craddock Sr

David Andrews

Rosa M Giddins

Virginia M Turner

Stacy Hopkins

Dewayne H Williams

Jessie Vice

Diane F Brown

Lanel Johnson

Danielle Washington

Claude R Brown

Oke A Adebowale

D Grissom

Brenda J Boyd

Lillie M Cannie

Audrey E Wilson

Joanne Smith

Barbara Davis

Clayton W Swann

David Brock

Mildred Echols

Cassandra Blunt

Ernest Holland Jr

R Boykin

Willie W Reed

Mae A Roberts

Allen V Alderman

Sheila T Johnson

Randolph Chaney

Estelle Lacruze

Teknika Bell

Lillian E Campbell

Eddie Brockington Jr

Darleane Wilburn

Quintin Land

Annie S Stockett

Alex Williams

Patrice Johnson

E Hewitt

Joseph C White

Danielle Spraggins

Danielle Jackson

5 of 26

12



Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Rahsaan Goldsboro

Irene Scroggins

Allen Reed

Mytres Garris

Nora A Orosco

Gloria M Richardson

G M Farmer

John D Brown

Christopher Coates

Catherine Watson

Kennie R Ashford

Barbara Ward

Dorothy L Lunn

Ernestine W Caldwell

Cynthia Parker

Nadine I Harris

S C Lundy

George L Simms

Janice F Gross

Michelle Lewis

Ebony Talley

Alford A Ramseur

Larry O Cozart

Steven D Echols

Larry Smith

Ellen D Brown

Shandria Martin

Horace Turner Jr

Lula K Snow

Hyler Shelton

Jonathon Mclaurin

Odell Barnes

Nathaniel Brown

Dolores Nicholson

Nathaniel Brom

Della V Mitchiner

Henrietta Dukes

Jennings Lewis

Joshua Bessicks

Nelson Ricks

Janice L Allen

Valerie Harris

Krystal Giddins

6 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Tiffany Claggett

Selenia Smith

Willie E Skipwith

Earlease Harris

Phyllis L Burley

Kelley Beebe

Bessie E Leach

Taje Monbo

Ruby D Bullock

Pamela M Watson

Charles Hurt

Pernola Ray

Howard Blackwell

Nellie Capers

Helen J Valentine

Shalonda Lowe

Robert Persaud

James Clayborn

Ruby Stanbak

Claudette Wilder

Bernitta L Wright

Bernice W Spencer

Antonio Funderburk

Tiara L Bush

Robert Fayall

Denise L Jones

Lucille D Whitaker

Ercell S Buckson

M Vines

Tylesa Allen

Denise McDaniel

Mieko D Allen

Geneva Thomas

Yvonne L Greene

Yvonne Leonard

Audrey C Foster

Elaine P Day

Christopher C Jones

Maria Santanna

Shirley Mcdavid

Sandra Clark

Joseph Wilson

Robert Montgomery

7 of 26
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

David W Magaruh

Diona King

Jemaar Wallac

Edward Grooms

Mary Alexander

Veoretta Johnson

Linda Littlejohn

Kevin Crawford

Mia Thomas

Evelyn D Robinson

James E Gee Sr

Robert L Cheatham

Joy Ockimey

Leon Rollins

Kimberly Yarborough

Georgia Tucker

Claudia D Craig

Raymond Petty

Evelyna B Nutter

Kenya Spann

Rafee Ud-Deen

Sharon L Colbert

Bobby Marshall

Bridget Harris

Nancy C Sye

Cynthia G Lambert

Louise B Mitchell

Irene Bradsher

M Bias

Michell Davis

Fonda Jackson

Joyce Harris-Johnson

Kimberly B Wise

Madeline Matthews

Jean Thompson

Lizzie Rogers

Shang Jones

William H Presbury

Charles D Morton

Fannie J Lewis

Linda Davis

Charles C Tucker Jr

Patricia Clark

8 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Monroe Smith

Valencia Howell

Valerie A Johnson

Marsha Rogers

Cindy I Johnson

Stanley J Ash

Sherice Wilder

James Ames

R Britton

Pierre Laurent

Rachel A Cooper

Rachel Campbell

Clyde Hester

Melissa Lambert

Bertha Fowlkes

Mildred Stanley

Albert Griffin

Roosevelt M Goings

Mcgoings Roosevelt

Elizabeth Slaughter

Jermaine Leonard

Josephine Donley

Payton M Branson

Valerie D Robinson

Anthony C Jones

Ellen M Smith

Aaron Tyson

Carolyn M Smith

Lula G Mitchell

Flora Ladson

Geraldine H Johnson

Geraldine B Halsey

Maxie J Davis

Dennis L Harrell

Sandra P Pope

Beulah J Mc Clarin

William J Venable

Vanessa Harrell

Joyce Venable

Jerry Owens

Charles H Brown

Scott Flornce

Joi Ketcham

9 of 26
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Willie Pitt

Tyrone Hopkins Sr

Kenneth E Wiley

William A Allen

Michelle D Gooden

Lewis A Smith

Mary Williams

Oren Prater

Tyrone Bennett

Tyshay Tratel

Rodney Bennett

George Harris

Michael Summers

Janie Hardy

Ivan Gladney

Laverne J Harris

Bernice B Jennings

Dorothy Robinson

Antonio A Ferguson

Denise Kelly

Raymond Brown

David Rosilio

Latoria Johnson

Teona Hakim

Raymond E White

Tiffany A Connor

Catherine Johnson

Doug Kelly

Stephanie L Savoy

Frederick T Anderson III

Charlotte Gardner

Robert L Dalton

Clarence Brown

James E Morning

Ralph F Harrison

Mary L Taylor-Ennis

Elma I Dickerson

Lawrence Johnson

Jeffrey Sharp

Dorris M Morris

Donnell Sessions

Dwayne Corprew

Queen Dodd

10 of 26
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Dwayne E Newby

Patrice E Turner

Terry D Thompson

Wilbur Johnson

Maurice Mcclennan

Dana Rollins

John S Cazeau

Angela K Kyler

Raymond L Wilson

Cameron Jones Jr

Debbie Y Strong

Anthony Pulley

Curtiss J Lee

Lena M Stewart

Warren A Waters Sr

Sean A Foster

Debra Mayberry

D Hill

Johnnie Jones

Robert G Zantt

Theresa Mcvee

Katrina Mccoy

Betty M Thames

Walter H Lane

Delno Handy

Louvenia K Perry

David M Williams

Phillip Akumperik

Benjamin A Dadzie

A Phillip

Flora Thomas

Kim K Thornton

Barbara R Mullins

Bradley L King

Joann Mcclinton-Knight

Iashia Barnes

Angela Thompson

Evertia A Tunstall

Morgan Mincey Jr

Priscilla Ali

Chantel Taylor

Mary Johnson

Diane M Cooper

11 of 26
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Tyra Gay

Kianah Bryant

S Robinson

Minnie Jewell

Sherrod A Biggers

William A Hicks

Geraldine Hampton

Linnette Bose

Eleonore Kam

Thomas H Paschall

Antoinette Richardson

Michael Mcgurn

Antoinette Robinson

Dulane Thomas

Joann Jones

D Davis

Linda F Cole

Janice Nicholson

Evelyn Rucker

M Camp

Vernedia L Southers

Stephen Fields

Maranda Walker

Rhonda Jones

Jerrod Cephas

Nicole Green

Lawrence Appah

Rossie Cannon Jr

Thomasina Jenkins

Jina Vandi

Lisha Moore

Contessa Taylor

George M Carter

Sheharazode Hill

Eva Malloy

Tanesha Hammond

Bernice Lawrence

Antwain C Byrd

Sean Ambush

Tonia Makle

Che I Smith

Roalind Holliday

Nakia N Ransom

12 of 26
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Antonio Almenara

Sarah Kennedy

Frances Frisby

James E White

Willie Palmer

Paula V White

Howard E Stanley

Shakia Trotter

Carolyn G White

Irma Scott

Edward J Kowalski

Stephanie Walkes

Joyce Bannerman

Angela Appiah

Ernestine Easy

Renee Oliver

Sue I Cooper

Donna Coates

Ralph Davis

Shawn D Anderson

Mary L Drew

Novella W Pickett

R Miller

K Deshiell

Mccronia J Davis

Joyce Harris

Carl Stewart

Carl Sheppard

Walter Harris Jr

Alberta Sample

Norman L Robinson

Ursula Spraggins

Dorrell Watkins

Vonzella M Highe

Desiree C Hill

Sherry Brown

Sherry Myers

Tameka Carroll

Marcus Hairston

Jocelyn Armstrongfuller

Alphonzo Grice

Larry E Smith

Betty A Sorrell
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Eugene Allen

Krystal D Roberts

Elizabeth Reed

D Scott

Evangeline Burrell

Hilda Dobson

M Howard

Shawn R Gates

L Buckholtz

Luciah Reynolds

Bryant Lewis

Shauna Morgan

Luther Perry

Stinnette L Thomas

L Phillips

Margaret S Patterson

Robin A Church-Byers

Dominique Jackson

Kofi Pointer

James T Anderson

Victoria Scott

Natasha Minor

Herman Wilson

William Pinkney Jr

Janie Julius

Danielle Owen

Shanna Liberman

L Clary

Cassandra D Swann

Haywood Coles

Gracie Darby

Carl Cragway

Carol Stevenson

Tara Carter

Mamie Mckoy

Michelle Miller

Delbert Lee

Louise Smith

Andrew M Charles

Joan E Blake-Scott

Geraldine J Mckoy

Larry Hardy

Elizabeth Ayanleye
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Joan Little

Shawntay S Smith

Anna Stevens

Jerry Vinson

Michael T Henson

P M Roscoe

Robert C Baker

Rose Rosa

Clemon B Yeargin

Marsha Smith

Robert Spencer

James Pittman

Gayheart Cook

Rosalyn P Booth

Jacqueline T Bowser

Zina Gross

Richard Conway

John Taylor

Kenneth B Mcdowell

James A Brown

Richardine Williams

Lorna Hickman

Elizabeth B Johnson

Diana Taylor

Latonya Williams

Christal N Mozee

Tunisia Owens

Felicia Owenscooper

Ivory Moore

Larry A Smith

Darrell W Bunch

Pamela Chavious

Trina Clanton

Patricia Bennett

Sean L Whitaker

George Martin

Mazie U Jordan

John Taylor

Miriam Browder

Delmara Mcmillan

Phernilla West

Ronald Clinton

Lennis Dickerson
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Janice Waters

Linwood Tate

Sandra Thorne

Michael Brown

Latoya Hunter

Yolanda Hillmon

Brandon Sassafras

Pamela D Phillips

William Mcclinton

Patsy Westmoreland

Antoine D Brown

Michael H Owens

Samuel Martin III

Carolyn C Finney

Doralene Brooks

Thompson Ajayi

Danielle Alston

J Matthews

Demeatriss Barnes

Clara Ford

Fredericka Moseley

James S Hines

Cherita M Carey

Kenneth Jones

Terry D Thomas

Harrison W Parker

Valerie A Drakeford

Tiawana Jones

Daisy Dulley

Kellie Vaughan

Karran Canady

Erin Laster

Terry Smith

William Griffin

Keyona Thomas

Michael Jones

Barbara Moss

Desiree Pugh

Dainna Pearce

Teneka Golson

Leslie A Dungee

Adeline Sturdivant

Milton Baines
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Ciera Jackson

Michelle Campbell

Aisha Muhammad

Lorenzo Cooper

John Gladney

M Jones

Joseph Mollett

Barbara A Simmons

Compton A Spellen

Charlotte Garclner

Walter L Carter Jr

David A Fant

Ann Dappie

Blanche Pryor

Ann Dappie

Karen Waters

Ray Canady

Kia Hill

Louise M Ford

Ford Angeline

J Hargrove

Patricia Lee

Mia C Byrd

Leah M Gray

Ronald Watkins

Leah M Gray

C Harper

Darlene Coward

George L Jordan Jr

Thomas Jones

Phyllis Banks

Marie Dorsey

Eugene R Brooks

Yolanda A Weston

William Wise

Lucille Hawkins

Larsteen B Yow

Melvin Obrien

Daleen Wilson

Calvin Wallace

Delores E Fulton

Akil K Fulford

Stacey Whitfield
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Willie C Jordan

Clayton Fenner

Stacie Paylor

Mabel O Haynes

Mary L Johnson

Quintin Harris

Tarnya Polk

Robert L Mcclinton

Robert A Palmieri

Gregory Scruggs

Cory E Daniel

L J Foster

William Millard

Barbara A Coleman

Tiona N Mayson

William Paylor Jr

Amey Chambers

Donna A Johnson

Desmonde Downing Sr

Stephanie A Kingwood

Bertha Little

Anderson D Cager

Josephine Mcmillan

Grace Gaither

B Jordan

Louise Bills

Mary L Roy

Nimat M Abdul-Salaam

Geneva Davis

Barbara Peterson

Carole Colbert

Beverly L Corbin

Wilbur Lee

Janet Franklin

Carolyn Anderson

Steven Salliey

Tara Clark

Sandra Harried

Lynn E Key

Latasha Booze

Shaquoia Paylor

Quocuy T Nguyen

Angela Harris
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

James K Clarke

Luther E Mullins

Clarice Harden

Cathrin-Diane Hunter

Gwendolyn P Harried

Tammi O Smith

Catherine Duckett

Rosa E Wilson

Thomas Lightner Jr

George R Emerson

Virginia Kelly

Janice Lewis

Natalie Featherstone

Beatrice Seward

George A Whitehurst

Kevin Crowner

L Lang

Rudolph Salley

Rhonda T Mathis

Willie Warren

Emma J Allen

Karen R Mcfadden

Celine Onyewu

Charles Flager

Craig Thompson

Deanetrice Fleming

Bernard Dixon

Deanetrice Brooks

Thomas L Dorsey

Sheila S Matthews

Debra C Alexander

Ebony Parris

Keith Rga

Laurie Johnson

Gene Cheatham

Janie M Winn

Katina Reed

Ciera A Holly

Frances M Cox

George Jones

Mitchell E Page

Mary Cameron

Sean Dargan
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Darlene Alston

Janet D Smith

Diane Harris

Mario Ward

Jackson Cleveland

Margaret Griffin

James Sims Jr

Retha A Ball

Wynso Tindall

Lisa Brown

Myeshia Hall

Agnes Brockington

Wanda Moore

Angela Washington

Lakisha S Ryles

Linda Williams

Veronica Smith

Stella Dayaram

William A Wright

Gloria White

David Ivey

Tameka Thompson

Niya H Baker

Tameka Jones

Andre P Wilson

Vicki Smith

Diane Walker

Gloria P Foster

Cantrice Mckenzie

Marvin L Stokes

Irious G Morton

Teona A Richardson

Gloria E Reed

Tyrone Corprew

Joseph Oslomwan

Dawn R Moss

Athea Davis

Johnnie Charles

Toya Johnson

Ronald J Venable

Tiffany Arnold

Harry L Fitch

Lisa M Thompson
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Michael Baskeville

Lloyd Taylor

Imogene Mack

Jermaine Tiggle

Doris Harper

Antonio Guy

Faye C Flythe

Asia Williams

Bernard C Sturtevant Jr

Jeffrey Gerber

Brenda Jordan

Lenora Mitchell

Charlie O Knotts

Gail Hinton

Irene C Johnson

Cassandra J Carter

Carolyn A Doswell

Deborah J Stovall

Enna Ferguson

Maria A Green

Louise E Garrett

Patricia Page

Ikeisha Johnson

Myra L Jenkins

Juanita Winston

Derek Davis

Richard J Rather

Mae A Wilkins

Lewis T Battle

Nathaniel R Gale 4th

Nikia Hamlett

Beverly C Strose

St Rose Leon

Leon S Rose

Brenda D Jones

Tyrone Tyler

Walter J Jones

Martha Crew

Geraldine Butler

Carolyn J Lee

Maggie Boone

Gail Washington

Frank Thompson
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Serge K Bako

Louise Stancil

Janice L Davis

John Redmond

William Palmer

Irma Naylor

Mary A Terry

Thelma Mullins

Thelma Odom

Tia Waller

Yolanda Elliott

Sarah Mckesson

Rodney Dowery

Gladys Martin

Deborah A Price

Erron Thompson

Evelyn Palmer

Beatrice Butler

Rhonda E Apooyin

Tammy M White

Valerie Ford

Janet Hillery

Jean C Hawkins

Myrtle Hinton

Sherman W Wiley

James B Crosby

Deon Holloman

Brenda M Hardy-Thomas

Beatrice Alston

Shawn D Porter

N Estep

Keisha Edwards

Dorothy L Norris

Albert Adams

M Stewart

Joanne Mcmillon

Charles Walker

Denitta Hawkins

Terry E Tracey

Pauline Harvey

Julius L Ford

Valerie Lubin

Eileen Sturdavant
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Gwendolyn T Quinonez

Gwendolyn Fletcher

Jacqueline Mooring

Brian Barrett

Tyrone E Tracey

Dwayne Hawkins

Valerie D Pressley

Delores Thomas

Gregory George

Clarice M Reid

Earline B Marcus

Thomas Fraling

George Taylor

Hersey A Faison

Dwight L Marshall

Tynisha Epps

Ida R Woods

Iris M Vennie

Alverie Harris

Tonya Jones

Shirley Carroll

Mallory Venable

Shermia Burnette

Geraldine Bean

Nena L Weldon

Nina M Gardner

Juriner Wilson

James Brock

Zelda Gibbs

Katrina N Jones

Lavonyer Cash

K J Robins

Michalel K Fowlkes

Janie Rivers

Current Resident

Current Resident

Current Resident

Peter Holdings

Steven Givens

NOVA SERVICES

CPMS LIMITED LIAB

FICK PROPERTIES I

YEARWOOD KELVIN
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

MECASLIN III HARR

THE EDW V KLUG MF

FICK PROPERTIES I

KEHNE BRUCE P

NAZARENE TEMPLE A

AYZENBERG ALEX

JOHN T WATSON & W

1601 E 25TH LLC

TILGHMAN CAROL

S & B DEVELOPERS

GAINES MATTIE JEA

GAUSE ANTONIO

CAAN INC

URBANIA DEVELOPME

RICH DAMAION

RUBY L DAVIS

RICH DAMAION S

ALLEN FRANCES L

CITIFIED INVESTME

PARKS DOREEN

FLOYD SEAN R

SMITH SCOTT

CLEVELAND JAMES

WILLIAMS RUAL J

URBANIA DEVELOPME

COOPER NEALETTE

MAUI ASSET GROUP

MAVRIS GEORGE J

STSM LLC

MARTIN LETITIA

CITIFIED INVESTME

BRECKENRIDGE LU V

MCCAULEY DEKOVIN

BRANDT BETTIE R

BISHOP FRASER

PATRICK JONES & W

LEROY MCNEILL

PETERS RAYMOND E

TAI LLC

JAMES J GARRETT &

CATES LILLIAN

JOHNSON JR ELLWOO

CURLY REALTY CORP
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

DATES LEMORINE

AUSBY SHEILA

ONEAL MARY

CITY HOMES CENTRA

TLH REALTY INC

MELGAR FERDIN

PARKER GENE T

DAVIS DORIS L

BURNETT GERALDINE

EQUITY TRUST COMP

CROSLAND LYLA

MAYOR & CITY COUN

PEARSON BESSIE LE

DATES LEMORINE T

PARKER MARY

HOUSING AUTHORITY

REDBALT 4 LLC

JENKINS MEDA G

CORMAN BENJAMIN

MORTGAGE ELECTRON

LEROY HOWELL & WF

PRICE DELORES D

DATES TIMOTHY

HELPING U OUT REA

STREETER MARSHA

JONES LEON W

THOMAS M ROBINSON

LASEKAN ELLEN

TOMIYE KAYODE

SMITH RAYMOND B

ROBINSON OCTAVIOU

MITCHELL MARY M

CLARK CARRIE

MAIHZ LLC

URBANIA DEVELOPME

WILLIAM G FEYELL

SHELTON EDWARD

WARD ETAL CALVIN

BOSTON JAMES E

KENNETH M COLEMAN

BERRY STANLEY

SHARP LINDA GAIL

JONES LEON W
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June 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

JONES PATRICIA E

EDWARDS ESTER

JUDEE REDFERN & W

STSM LLC

MASON MATILDA

DAWSON JOYCE

BEAVERS HARRY J

WILLIAMS ROSEMARY

WILLIAMJUMBO ELSI

JOHN H CASH & WF

HUBBARD LYDIA P

URBANIA DEVELOPME

WRIGHT CARDOVA

WEST MULBERRY LLC

WALTERS EVA B

ROBINSON BERTHA M

GREEN VEENA M

KENNETH M COLEMAN

THEODORE R GILES

THOMAS JR WILLIAM

WITHERSPOON THOMA

CITY HOMES CENTRA

SANDY WHITE

TLH REALTY INC

BENJAMIN DUBOSE &

REED DAVID A

DAWSON DASIE

ANNIE JORDAN

LYLES MARY E

WATSON DONNIE
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Kirk Modernization Plan

June 20, 2007 Meeting Sign in Sheet

TITLE FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION

How would you 

like to be 

informed?

Margaret Adams Mail

Ernie Baisden MTA

Madhur Bansal Rep. Elijah Cummings Office Both

Sister Jeanne Baracher St. Ann's Church

Floreen Barber Mail

V. Basil

Barbara Bate Hopkins John Hopkins E-mail

Harry Bennett

Bill Bishop MTA

Shelby Brooks Both

Ken Chapman MTA

Edward Cohen TRAC Mail

Mark Cynan

Peggy Day St. Ann's Church

Michael Deeks MTA Both

G.R. Emerson

Eddie Fentress St. Ann's Church

Aucec Fletcher Mail

Helen Gaddy Mail

Delegate Cheryl Glenn 45th District Both

Michelle Gooden Mail

Yvonne Greene Mail

M.C. Hapman CAC

Roland Harrison St. Ann's

William Hawk

Dwayne Hawkins

George Hill MTA

Walter Hunie

Janet Jenkins Housing Both

Lenwood Johnson Baltimore County Planning Office Both

L. Johnson Mail

Sharon Kicks

Evelyn Logon

Ralph Moore St. Ann's Church

Delores Moore St. Ann's Church Via St. Ann

Ida Morsell St. Ann's Church

Freida Morton

Sarah Murber

Leon Purnell EJP Both

Gwen Qucneng

John Redmond Both

Glenn Robison Morgan State University Both

Ahmed Said

Greater Greenmount Community 

Association Both

Robert Schmelz MTA Planning

Vernon Simm Rep. Elijah Cummings Office

Lolita Slocum Both

Carl Stalwood Mail

Eileen Sturdavant Both

Carl Suber Housing

John Taylor St. Ann's Community Both

Pat Tracey John Hopkins

Michael Trush John Hopkins Both

Kathy Waters MTA

Devon Wilford-Said

Greater Greenmount Community 

Association - President Both

Veoea Williams No

1 of 1
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Kirk Modernization Plan
June 20, 2007 Meeting Comments

NAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP PHONE EMAIL MEETING DATE COMMENT

Pat Tracey John Hopkins University 615 North Wolfe Street E7536 Baltimore MD 21206 443-287-4686 ptracey@jhsph.edu 06/20/07

I spoke with Dr. Hill and requested a 
copy of your MTA boards in a 
PowerPoint presentation for a 
community meeting.  Please e-mail 
the presentation to me using 
information below.  Thanks for finally 
coming out to the community.

Alice C. Futcher 628 St. Ann's Avenue Baltimore MD 21218 06/20/07

With the project going on will it help 
put more jobs in the community and 
how much more will the fare be 
going up?

Lolita Slocum
Greater Greenmount 
Community Association 540 East 22nd Street Baltimore MD 21218 410-467-5854 lslocum7@yahoo.com 06/20/07

Will or how will the air quality in our 
community be affected?  Will parking 
be affected in any way?  Will the 
public be informed completely about 
the "modernization" of the Kirk 
Avenue Bus Division?

Madhur Bansal

The Office of 
Congressman Elijah 
Cummings 1010 Park Avenue, Suite 105 Baltimore MD 21201 410-685-9199 madhur.bansal@mail.house.gov 06/20/07

Could you please send me the 
information contained on the poster 
boards?  Please mail or e-mail.

Glenn Robinson 443-838-2435 grobinson@moac.morgan.edu 06/20/07

Please provide electronic copy of 
displays:                                                
- Project Goal and Objectives              
- Kirk Bus Division Modernization 
Improvement                                         
- Kirk Bus Division Modernization 
Project Time Line                                  
- Conceptual Design Plans

Florence Barber 704 Bartlett Avenue Baltimore MD 21218 410-467-2156 06/20/07

Will the community be included 
during the planning and development 
process?  How can the community 
stay updated on the project?

06/20/07 Why do they idle buses year round?

Ida Morsell 2007 Boone Baltimore MD 21218 410-235-1564 06/20/07

I would like to know what will be 
done with the noise and fumes.  Will 
there be anything done for the one's 
who are sick now?

Margaret Y. Adams 760 Bartlett Avenue Baltimore MD 21218 06/20/07

Will this affect the value of the 
homes?  Adding of the new station, 
will this add new jobs for the 
community?  The draft that was 
shown will this be the final one, or 
will there be changes in the fall?

1 of 3
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June 20, 2007 Meeting Comments

NAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP PHONE EMAIL MEETING DATE COMMENT

Peggy Day 454 Evesham Avenue Baltimore MD 21212 06/20/07

I am very interested in this Kirk Bus 
Modernization project especially 
since I have known persons who 
lives in this environment 
(neighborhood) and they are now 
deceased.  I sincerely hope and pray 
that all these renovations will lead to 
better quality of life for these 
residents.  The MTA seems to be 
headed in improved directions for 
this community.  I will be attending 
and keeping an eye to meetings and 
participate in any way helpful to this 
neighborhood.

Devon Wilford-Said
Greater Greenmount 
Community Association 2200 Homewood Avenue #110 Baltimore MD 21218

410-366-7243                                                             
443-742-8677 (cell) destiny4me7@yahoo.com 06/20/07

* Can the MTA move the facility to a 
different place?                                     
* Have the MTA assessed other 
locations within the vacinity of Kirk 
Bus Division that's not so close to 
the resident population?  The 
residents close to the immediate 
proximity of the bus depot are still 
suffering from the fumes and noise 
pollution and have been dying of 
cancer, asthma, and other related 
lung problems.                                      
* During the interim of your new 
construction plans what's going to be 
done to relieve some of the ailments 
and concerns from the residents.  I 
too suffer from a chronic lung-
disease and am concerned about the 
long-term affects of this facility in our 
community.  I live a few blocks down 
from your facility and many of my 
neighbors on Homewood are 
seniors.                                                 

2 of 3
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June 20, 2007 Meeting Comments

NAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP PHONE EMAIL MEETING DATE COMMENT

John Redmond 2577 Kirk Avenue Baltimore MD 21218 443-738-9421 jredmo2@verizon.net 06/20/07

About time to fix up the facility!  The 
biggest concern about the facility that 
I have is concerning the driving 
habits of the drivers.  Buses coming 
off the Alameda and heading toward 
the facility have no concern that it is 
a residential area and people are 
trying to get into their cars.  Routinely 
I have been nearly hit by buses 
because as they come south of Kirk 
they cannot see over the hill between 
Friendship and Exeter.  The buses 
are moving at speeds far in excess 
of 25 mph.  Someone needs to clock 
their speeds with radar and ticket 
them if they are violating speed 
limits.  They are showing other 
vehicles it is okay to break the law.  
Community is asking that traffic 
calming devices be put into effect.
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Kirk Avenue Bus Modernization Project 
June 20, 2007 Community Open House Comments 

 
 

Date and Time: Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

   4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting Location: Cecil Elementary School 

   2000 Cecil Avenue 

   Baltimore, MD 

 

 

Comments Submitted During Meeting: 
 

� Mr. Ralph Moore: 

• Thanked the MTA for coming out with the nice boards and staff. 

• The community met less that a week ago about their concerns. 

• This is a neighborhood that is surrounded by a bus yard, which is an extension 

of their homes.  These are homes of people that live here, so remember that 

whatever you propose if it is acceptable in your neighborhood, then it would 

be in ours.  If it was not acceptable in your neighborhood due to noise, 

pollution, or unsightliness then it shouldn’t happen here either.  

• Mr. Moore introduced Ms. Morton, who has lived in the neighborhood for 43 

years.  She knows people in the area, and had documented the announcements 

over the public announcement systems. 

 

� Ms. Frieda Morton: 

• The charts don’t show the real problem, no one is addressing the real problem; 

there are sick and dying people in this neighborhood.  

• People can’t come out tonight due to respiratory problems or cancer, and they 

can’t sleep because of the noise.  

• The buses are always idling.  

• There are 203 buses in my backyard.  I wear size seven shoes, and it takes me 

seven steps to get to the idling buses.  

• Our children are coughing and sick, and no one is addressing these issues.  

• They do all-calls all night, and we can hear them with the doors and windows 

shut.  We can hear them two blocks away.  

• I have contacted the MTA and they don’t listen to us.  

• People are coughing, gagging, sick and dying.  I have the names of 25 people 

who have died in my block from cancer.  

• I want to know what you are going to do for people now, not in 2012.  You 

need to help us now.  

• We have been fumed and gassed up since 1979. 

• We have weapons of mass transit destruction in our backyard.  

 

38



Kirk Modernization Plan 

June 20, 2007 Community Open House Comments 

Page 2 of 3   

� Ralph Moore reported on what the community would like as a result from their 

community meeting: 

• Want the bus yard to be moved from here by dividing the buses amongst the 

other bus yards because those bus yards aren’t as close to their surrounding 

neighborhoods.  

• Cut the bus yard in half so not as close to the houses.  

• Monetary damages are provided for the resident’s lack of use of their homes 

and for their health problems.  People cannot go in their backyards now, and 

can’t sleep in their bedrooms.  

• Mitigation funds be provided to renovate homes to help deal with fumes. 

• Sound walls be put up, although this was a less popular idea with the whole 

community.  

• That landscaping with trees is part of the bus yard to help with the aesthetics 

and absorb some of the noise and fumes.  

 

� Ralph Moore: 

• This project would have a need for community support, and this could be 

threatened by vocal opposition to the project.  This is not saying one thing or 

another, it is just fact.  

• I am a little uncomfortable with the format of this meeting.  I think you would 

have needed to get the community ideas before creating the boards.  

• I hope we will begin to think about and approach things differently.  

• The most important thing is to listen to the people in this community, you 

haven’t yet but I hope that you will start.  

 

� Ms. Morton: 

• In the last month the all-calls have minimized, but before then they were all 

night.  The all-calls would be just regular conversations, and up to a month 

ago I logged 1,000 calls.  

• I don’t have any eyelashes anymore because of going out and document the 

problems.  My home smells like a gas station, and I have to feed my son in the 

living room. 

o Kathy Waters, MTA – As of a month ago anything with a speaker at 

the Kirk Avenue Bus Division have been disconnected.  There will be 

no more all-calls.  

 

� The community stated that they are going to send a letter to the MTA 

Administrator Paul Wiedefeld, with a copy to Congressman Cummings about 

their concerns and demands for the bus division.  

 

� Acting MTA Director of Planning, Diane Ratcliff spoke and said they the MTA 

wants to create a partnership with the community, and then develop the details for 

the project.  

 

� General Community Questions and Comments: 

• What has the priority of this project been? 
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Kirk Bus Division Modernization Project

Project Description

The modernization of the Kirk Bus Division includes 
the replacement of the current maintenance facility at Kirk 
Avenue and on the property across the street that is being 
acquired by the MTA.  A new bus storage facility will then 
be constructed on the current Kirk Division site.

 
The  purpose of the modernization is to provide a more 

efficient and cost-effective operating and maintenance 
environment by replacing the current facility that was 
constructed around 1946 by a predecessor private sector 
transit operator.  The current facility has exceeded its useful 
life as the facility has aged and as bus technology and 
maintenance requirements and methods have changed.

The Kirk Division provides about 165 buses that serve 
13 bus routes, primarily in the northeast quarter of the City 
and County.  The Kirk Avenue location is both strategic and 
critical to providing quality, responsive, and efficient service 
to its customers.

Q: What are the specifics of this project?
 
A: The Modernization of the Kirk Bus Division is a 
multi-stage project.  The current plan for the long-term 
modernization project includes the following:

• Acquisition of the 4.2-acre Reese Press property for 
the construction of a modern vehicle maintenance 
building.  The new maintenance facility would be con-
structed in such a way as to shield the noise and visual 
effects of the maintenance operations from the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods.

• Demolition of all structures on both parcels.

• Construction of a new Administration Building on 
the existing Kirk property on the north side of Kirk 
Avenue.

• Construction of a new 
Vehicle Storage and Ve-
hicle Dispatch Building 
on the existing property which would allow cov-
ered storage, start-up, fueling and washing of all 
buses.

• Provision of on-site parking for all employees.

• Application of architectural and urban/pedestrian 
design elements that fit with and enhance the com-
munity.
 

Q: Is the MTA considering any short-term im-
provements to improve the community?

A: Yes, the MTA is continuing a program started 
in 2004 to address the immediate concerns of the 
community while planning the long-term mod-
ernization of the Kirk Division.  Since 2004, the 
MTA has implemented the following measures to 
address community concerns:

• Began “nose in” parking near Bartlett Avenue resi-
dences to place exhaust fumes and most engine noise 
away from homes.

• Began to phase out public address system announce-
ments between 9 PM and 7 AM. 

• Reduced on-site bus idle time to lower noise and air 
emission concentrations.

• Continued to phase out Bus Engine Air Starters.  As 
new buses are added, engine air starters are being re-
placed with electric starters to lower noise levels.

• Replaced 41% of the Kirk Division bus fleet by as-
signing 80 newer buses to the facility in order to ad-
dress noise and emissions issues.

Questions & Answers
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• I didn’t see this in the CTP, what level of funding will be needed, and how 

would the legislature give the funds? 

• One of the major problems of what you have here is the community is not a 

part of it, and if they had been then it would have been better.  

• The children lost their playground, they went to school and came back and the 

lot was torn up.  

• Who do we contact for a meeting? 

• Did you go to the media to advertise the meetings? 

• We have gotten no media coverage on this; if we want to draw attention to it 

we have to get news outlets here.  Getting media coverage will be our next 

step.  This is environmental racism, and we have to go about getting this 

problem fixed.  
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• Implemented use of Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel (ULSD) 
Fuel. MTA has studied the use of ULSD at the Kirk Av-
enue facility to improve air quality and 100% conver-
sion has been targeted for 2007.

• Conducted an in-depth noise study to measure noise 
levels over a twenty-four hour period and supplemental 
20-minute measurements at locations on Bartlett Av-
enue as well as other streets in the community adjacent 
to the facility.

• Downsized Kirk Division from 220 buses to up to 175 
buses.

• MTA is studying the possibility of making short-term 
improvements to improve the appearance of Kirk and 
to make it easier to maintain.

In addition to the above measures and the overall long 
term Kirk Division Modernization project, MTA is 
currently investigating stronger interim measures that 
might be used to improve the buffer between Bartlett 
Avenue and the bus division; specifically a planted or 
decorative buffer that could be constructed near-term, 
but would remain intact after the modernized bus divi-
sion is constructed.

Q: Will there be more buses at Kirk Division?

A: There are no plans to increase the number of buses 
stored and maintained at Kirk.

Q: Has MTA purchased or will MTA purchase any 
homes to complete this project?
A: No, MTA has not and does not plan to purchase any 
homes as we modernize the Kirk facility.  The purchase 
of the commercial property across Kirk Avenue makes 
any such purchases unnecessary. 

Q: Can the MTA move the facility to a different place?  
Why does it have to stay here?

A: The Kirk Bus Division is a key facility in the MTA’s 
metropolitan bus operations. The Kirk Division is the 
most centrally located of the four MTA divisions and 
is close to many of the most heavily used bus corri-
dors in Baltimore, including Maryland Avenue, Charles 
Street, Greenmount Avenue, Harford Road and Belair 
Road. Locating bus maintenance and dispatch facilities 
in close proximity to as many bus routes as possible 
is essential to the efficiency of transit service and the 
minimizing of operational costs. The time and mileage 
required for buses traveling to the start of their run, re-
turning at the end of the run and accommodating driver 
shift changes is lower at the Kirk Division location than 
any other available location in the Baltimore area.

This facility is located to provide cost-effective service 
to the 13 routes in the Northeast quarter of the city. If 
it were to be relocated it would be more expensive to 
operate those buses and take more time to respond to 
road calls from buses in service that have operating 
problems.

Q: Why do the buildings have to be so big?

A: The bus storage building is intended to cover all of 
the buses assigned to the Kirk Division as well as pro-
vide fueling, washing, interior cleaning, and circulation 
for those buses.  This should help improve air quality 
and reduce noise from MTA’s operations.

Q: Employee vehicles take up a high number of park-
ing spaces on our streets. Is there anything you can do 
to eliminate this?

A: Our facility plans currently include enough on-site 
parking spaces for all Kirk Division employees.

Q: How could the community be impacted by the 
construction for this project?

A: The construction of the new modernized facility will 
take place in several stages. The first stage would con-
sist of the demolition of the former Reese Press build-
ing and construction of the maintenance facility in its 
place.  There would be little or no change to the opera-
tion of the Kirk Division during this stage, as compared 
to current conditions. The second stage would consist 

of transferring all Kirk Division maintenance opera-
tions across the street to the new maintenance building.  
A nearby site would be temporarily used for bus park-
ing while the main transportation and storage building 
and administration building are constructed on the cur-
rent Kirk Division site. During this second stage, the 
surrounding neighborhood would see a reduced level 
of bus activity until the Transportation and Administra-
tion buildings are complete and the full facility is com-
pletely operational.

Demolition and construction activities would follow 
applicable City of Baltimore residential ordinances for 
allowable noise levels, dust control, debris removal, 
nighttime construction restrictions and traffic control.

Q: Will the community be included during the planning 
and development process?

A: The community will continue to be involved in the 
planning and development of this project as concepts 
for the Modernization Project are refined and as poten-
tial interim improvements are identified.

Q: How can the community stay updated on the project?

A: The community can stay updated on the project by 
visiting the Maryland Transit Administration Web Site 
at www.mtamaryland.com for updates on the project, 
future open house workshops, major milestones for the 
project, and submitting comments. Written comments 
can also be sent to the MTA at 6 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202. This project needs community 
input to be a success.

 
   Q: What is the time frame for this project?

   A: Given that the Kirk Modernization project is currently in the conceptual 
   stages of development (the Planning Phase), the overall schedule has not been finalized. 
   The schedule for the planning process for the Modernization Project is as follows:

   Community Open House      June 20, 2007

   Development of interim improvements    Summer 2007

   Refinement of modernization concepts    Summer 2007

   Detailed environmental analysis of modernization  Summer 2007
   project         

   Public Meeting update on proposed interim   Fall 2007
   improvements and modernization
   project alternatives       

   Select an alternative for the modernization project  Winter 2007/2008
   and secure project funding

   Begin final design       Winter 2007/2008

   Complete final design      Winter 2009/2010

   Begin construction       Spring 2010

   Complete construction/resume full operations   Summer 2012 48



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LETTER THANKING THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE MEETING 
 

AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JULY 24, 2007 



 

 

July 24, 2007 

 

 

Dear Community Member: 

 

On behalf of the Kirk Project Team, I would like to thank you for your 

participation in the recent Kirk Bus Division Project Community Open House.  The 

Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) of the Maryland Department of Transportation 

hosted this meeting to present preliminary concepts and information on changes that 

could be made to modernize the Kirk Bus Division.  This meeting was the first of several 

that will be held to get your feedback on the proposals.  We heard your thoughts and 

received your input on key issues dealing with the Kirk Bus Division and we will ensure 

that your comments and concerns are addressed as the study progresses. 

 

  It is our belief that this is the beginning of a renewed relationship between the 

MTA and the community in regards to the modernization of the Kirk Bus Division.  We 

look forward to more of your participation in this important project. We will notify you 

of future scheduled public meetings.  

 

We would also welcome the opportunity to share more information with your 

community association or civic organization. As a result of the first meeting, we have 

compiled a list of organizations to meet with and we look forward to hearing from any 

other organizations that would like a presentation.  Questions regarding the project or a 

request for a meeting with MTA representatives can be directed to Bob Schmelz, the Kirk 

Bus Division Study Project Manager, at (410) 767-3869.   

 

     Sincerely, 

                                                    

                    
 

     Diane Ratcliff 

     Acting Director, Planning 

 

cc:   Robert Schmelz, PE, Project Manager, Planning 

        Dawnn McCleary, Chief, Environmental Documentation 
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SIGN IN SHEET 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JANUARY 22, 2008 



Kirk Modernization Plan

September 18, 2007 Bartlett Neighborhood Meeting Sign in Sheet

TITLE FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION

Added to mailing 

list?

Mr. Glenn Robinson BREJTP

Ms. Mary Evans Yes

Mr. Roland Harrison

Ms. Sharon Ricks

Mr. James Alderman ACORN Cecil and Kirk Yes

Ms. Pat Tracey Johns Hopkins University Yes

Ms. Barbara Bates-Hopkins JHUSPH Yes

Ms. Margaret Adams Yes

Ms. Freida Morton

Mr. Darrell Morton ACORN Yes

Ms. Evelyn Rogers Yes

1 of 1
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MEETING COMMENTS 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF THE BARTLETT NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

DATED SEPTEMBER 18, 2007 



Page 1 of 3   

Kirk Avenue Bus Modernization Project 
September 18, 2007 Community Meeting Comments 

 
 

Date and Time: September 18, 2007 

   11:00 am 

 
Meeting Location: Home of Ms. Freida Morton 

   744 Bartlett Avenue 

   Baltimore, MD 

 

Presenters:  Bob Schmelz, George Hill, Mike Madden and David Dows 

 

Note taker:   Kacie Levy 

 

Attendees:   
• Glenn Robinson 

• Mary Evans 

• Roland Harrison 

• Sharon Ricks 

• James Alderman 

• Pat Tracey 

• Barbara Bates-Hopkins 

• Margaret Adams 

• Freida Morton 

• Darrell Morton 

• Evelyn Rogers 

 

Meeting Summary:  
The MTA contacted Ms. Morton to set-up this meeting in order to present to the 

community short improvements that are planned for the Kirk Avenue Bus Division.  Ms. 

Morton invited community members to the meeting.  Additionally, the MTA contacted 

Pat Tracey of Johns Hopkins University to invite her to the presentation.  This included 

new landscaping and fencing.  MTA representatives asked for community feedback on 

the options presented.  

 
During the Q&A, questions included: 

• Will this protect us from the fumes? 

• This solution will make it less of an eyesore without being trapped in. 

• You are talking about fancy trees, but it can’t compare to what it was like when 

we were kids.  

• When the residents have met they know that you not moving the bus division, but 

can you reduce the number of the buses? 

• No other bus division is as close to the residents, as this one is.  

• Think about the noise of one bus, then think about that in terms of all these buses.  
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• There are 70 houses on Bartlett Avenue, 32 homes on the side closest to the bus 

division.  

• What I am concerned about is that we have been trying for three years to develop 

a connection between the MTA and the community.  Now it is happening which 

is great, the residents have been asking for this but it is important for you to listen. 

I don’t know haw many people in this neighborhood have air conditioning but 

when it is hot and you want to open the windows then soot comes in.  The MTA 

needs to ask what else you can do to help the community members regain the use 

of their homes.  

• We were disappointed with the forum the MTA held because the community 

thought it would be our opportunity to speak.  By having something from 4:00 pm 

– 8:00 pm it really divided people.  

• I am hearing about the future plans, but we have been suffering for 27 years. 

What is going to be done immediately? 

• It is good to hear that you are here and there is a change in attitude, but there 

needs to be a broader and continuous discussion with the community.  We need to 

have community input so that we can live with all the decisions that are being 

made.  

• I think my health is more important than the beauty of the area.  I want to know 

what is going to be done to help the sick people and children with asthma.  We 

need some answers to some real serious problems.  We need to improve our air 

quality, these trees are just beautification.  

• What is actually going on with me is that three times my eyes have closed up.  My 

eyes are so severely dry, and the doctors are saying that I am living in an area 

where I can’t get well.  We don’t want the money spent on trees, but it should be 

spent on the individuals suffering.  

o George Hill confirmed the point that the community would rather funds be 

spent on remediation instead of on the trees.  

• What would you want the MTA to come back with? 

o We want you to move the bus division, there is other land in the city. 

There are chemicals that are killing us. We just want you to move, my son 

now has asthma and bronchitis and he can’t play football.  

• In 2003 a girl in her early 30’s died from asthma, when buses were running all the 

time.  There was a cloud of smoke in the area.  People all over the block are dying 

from cancer.  There has to be a correlation between the bus division and these 

deaths.  

• The residents here are talking about these fumes that are coming into their houses, 

at least if there is some remediation into their houses.  We need to improve the air 

quality in their homes.  

• You can’t just come and knock on everyone’s doors.  You need to build the 

relationship first.  

• Having these meetings are the right step in building the relationship.  

• What do you want the MTA to come back to you with?  Do you want them to 

come back with air quality remediation?  People are saying that they want the 

MTA to leave, but they may not, so if they were going to do something 

incrementally what would you want to see? 
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• How many hybrid buses are there now? 

• I think what I have heard is that the community is comfortable with the MTA 

coming out but you need to listen to move forward.  

• Different people have different lifestyles that they value.  

• We are going to invite the MTA out when all the buses are idling, it is just not 

normal to be living in this situation.  We didn’t have a say 27 years ago when they 

put it in, the Hamilton Community got together and stopped it from coming in 

their neighborhood.  

• The children didn’t have a place to play, but now that area houses 50 buses.  We 

went to work one day and came back and it was all dug up. Our health decreased 

immediately when the buses came.  

• Can you qualify for housing grants because you live behind a bus division? 

• It would be good for the MTA to work on getting an exemption for people in our 

community.  

• At your forum it wasn’t the right place for that discussion.  

• Coming into the community to talk about the different options for air quality 

remediation would be a good move.  

• If you see fumes coming directly from an area, that is the main source.  

• The noise alone makes your ears hurt, it gives me hypertension, it creates all sorts 

of health problems.  

• George Hill requested a formal letter about what the community would like in 

regards to the trees and any other remediation tactics.  

• I think that the number one issue here in the community is our health.  

• It sounds like the community would like to have a whole package of options 

presented to them, instead of just the one you brought today (tree planting). 

• I don’t think people are saying they don’t want the trees, but we don’t want you to 

stop there.  

• Morgan State University is on the verge of releasing our report and it has six or 

seven mitigation efforts.  There are some tradeoffs that have to happen.  The 

community doesn’t want to say that they accept the trees, and then nothing else 

comes their way.  

• We would prefer the green fencing with the green netting. 

• What is the range that the noise would go over a barrier? 

• These buildings are actually the noise barriers for the people on the other side of 

the street.  

• Do you all do any impact studies (noise, pollution) on a regular basis? 

o Can we get access to any noise studies done? 

• Do the trees muffle the noise any more than a wall? 
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Kirk Modernization Plan

September 22, 2007 Northwest Bus Division Tour Sign in Sheet

TITLE FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION

Added to 

mailing list?

Dr. Jeanne Barasha St. Ann's Church Yes

Ms. Barbara Bates-Hopkins JHUSPH Yes

Mr. Ahmed Said Greater Greenmount Community Associaton Yes

Ms. Devon Wilford-Said Greater Greenmount Community Associaton Yes

Ms. Evelyn Lawson Yes

Ms. Margaret Adams Yes

Ms. Angela Fraser Mayor's Office Yes

Mr. Ralph Moore, Jr. St. Ann's Church Yes

Ms. Zaida Clement

Mr. David Clement

Mr. Darrell Morton ACORN Yes

Ms. Anita Harrison St. Ann's Church Yes

Ms. Pat Tracey Johns Hopkins University Yes

Ms. Shirley Harvey Yes

Ms. Freida Morton

1 of 1
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Kirk Avenue Bus Modernization Project 
September 22, 2007 Northwest Bus Division Tour Comments 

 
 

Date and Time: September 22, 2007 

   10:00 a.m. 

 
Meeting Location: Northwest Bus Division 

 

MTA Attendees: Tony Brown, Diane Ratcliff, Bob Schmelz, George Hill, Mike  

   Madden, Anthony Brown, Tori Leonard, and Kacie Levy  

 

Note taker:   Kacie Levy 

 

Attendees:  16 people, including Delegate Maggie McIntosh  
 

Meeting Summary:  
Residents that live around the Kirk Bus Division were taken on a tour of the present 

Northwest Bus Division to show them what a covered facility looks like, and how it 

operates.  Community members got to see where maintenance would be conducted, and 

where the buses would be stored.  

 
During the Q&A, questions included: 
• Is there any residential area around here (bus site)? 

• You are saying it would be sensitive to the historic nature and houses? 

• How many buses was this built for? 

• How many would be at the new Kirk Avenue facility? 

• Is there any thought to reducing that number? 

• What role would the Reese building play in this? 

o It would be a maintenance facility. 

• I thought when we met in the spring (you) said it would only be 90 buses? 

• Do they plan to get newer buses? Like the Hybrids? 

• The new buses came out in 2003 and are noisier. One had a higher frequency that 

would drive you crazy. 

• Can you take 50% of our buses and move them here? 

• Where does the impact of the community come into play? Efficiency is all well and 

good, but we need a better quality of life. 

o D.R. - we are trying to find a balance for this. None of the other divisions are 

as close to residential areas so that needs to be taken into consideration 

[coordination?]. We have done many studies and it has to be at Kirk Avenue. 

As we go through the details and each step, we want to work with the 

community. 

• Has anyone taken into consideration that when we walk out to our backyards, we are 

seven feet from the Division?  Can you make it not so close to the homes? 

• The main idea is to not to get the emissions into the environment. 

• Can you look into moving some buses? 
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• There was a study done about how many buses from Kirk Division are serving the 

community. 

• Twenty-seven years of impacts (studies), I want to know what measures are being 

taken that have been exposed for 27 years.  Long and short-term exposure has taken 

its toll.  The buses are idling all year, when I have gone over there, I have gotten rude 

comments.  I want to know what you are going to do for people who have already 

been harmed. 

• Who is the person who can give direct answer(s)?  We did write to the administrator. 

• We consider this an emergency.  In terms of priority, where does this project fall? 

o T.B. – this is a high priority project.  We have to figure out how we can fit it 

in the community.  The goal is how to build a state-of-the-art facility that fits 

into the community. 

• I am sick.  What is going to be done for us now?  

• We have fences with slats in them, but what goes up must come down. 

• Put slats up only because we complained.  That is why we are here now to make it 

important. 

• When are you planning on building?  

• In the meantime what about the residents that live in the community? 

o Will get the average age of buses.  Bob said the average age is exactly the 

same as bus division. 

• So the air will be filtered? 

o Supervisor explained what they do here and the difference in the building. 

Each section can do more and all [are] designed for a reason: exhaust systems, 

fresh air important to them too; system’s underground to catch storm water; 

drains to catch and neutralize the water in a pond; if engine oil gets into the 

drain, it will be caught. 

• Will there be a cleanup at Kirk Avenue before you start construction? 

o Currently doing an environmental impact document. 

• Will that be made a public record? 

• How often do they do this? 

• It is hard to believe this study is being done and all of these community members 

have health issues. 

• Don’t just think about what is good for MTA, need to think about the community that 

lives here over the next three years. 

• Is 2010 the start or end date?  How long will construction take? 

• The maintenance facility does not have air conditioning.  Will the new one at Kirk 

Avenue have it so the doors don’t have to be open? 

• What is the cost for re-doing the Kirk bus facility? 

• In reference to economic development, will there be an opportunity for jobs’ training 

to the local residents?  I am talking about work on the facility and after.  Will you 

have an opportunity to get work during the construction?  The residents feel out of the 

whole loop as this planning process has gone on.  We know it isn’t going anywhere, 

but some younger local residents may be interested in working there and can 

contribute to the tax base and give back to the community.  
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• I think the left out piece was that when [we] had the meeting [you] already had plans 

so the community felt left out. 

• They need to realize that there input still matters. 

• The community can be involved in sketching (of the plans)? 

o Diane said community members could help decide the format of the meetings. 

• When you do construction on an existing facility is it still business as usual (each 

day) or is it phased in? 

• Del. Maggie McIntosh: Yes, there will be funds for this project.  Part of the package 

we are looking at is the Transportation Fund to increase for facilities and operations. 

The budget has been strapped and stretched.  In November [the General Assembly] is 

going to try to raise revenue.  My office will continue to work with you to make sure 

you are involved in meetings.  Also going to speak to people at Kirk Avenue to 

continue to make improvements in the short term.  These days they don’t just throw 

up a facility, they do work with the community first. 
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BALTIMORE SUN NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 



A Notice from the Mar yland Transit  Administrat ion (MTA)

For additional information, please contact: 
Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a Community Open House
 Regarding the Modernization of the

 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
6 PM to 8 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request special services such as an 
interpreter for the hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least one week prior to 
the meeting.

Project update presentation at 6:30 PM

The MTA will provide an overall project update and 
receive comments from the community regarding the 
modernization plans. 
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BALTIMORE EXAMINER NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 



A Notice from the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)

For additional information, please 
contact: 
Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

The MTA will provide an overall 
project update and receive comments 
from the community regarding the 
modernization plans. 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
6 PM to 8 PM

Project update presentation at 6:30 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To 
request special services such as an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least 
one week prior to the meeting.
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE FLYER 
 

ADVERTISING THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 
 



A  N o t i c e  f r o m  t h e  M a r y l a n d  Tr a n s i t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( M TA )

For additional information, please contact: 
Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Cecil Elementary School

Cafeteria  
2000 Cecil Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21218
6 PM to 8 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. 
To request special services such as an interpreter 
for the hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 
at least one week prior to the meeting.

Project update presentation at 6:30 PM

The MTA will provide an overall 
project update and receive comments 
from the community regarding the 
modernization plans. 
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POSTCARD MAILED TO THE COMMUNITY 
 

ADVERTISING THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 



Project update presentation at 6:30 PM 

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION

You’re Invited to a 
Community Meeting

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

The MTA will provide an overall project update and receive comments from the community 
regarding the modernization plans. 

Meeting Information
Wednesday, December 5, 2007

Cecil Elementary School
Cafeteria  

2000 Cecil Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21218

6 PM to 8 PM

“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”
KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION

You’re Invited to a 
Community Meeting

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

The MTA will provide an overall project update and receive comments from the community 
regarding the modernization plans. 

Meeting Information
Wednesday, December 5, 2007

Cecil Elementary School
Cafeteria  

2000 Cecil Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21218

6 PM to 8 PM

“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

Project update presentation at 6:30 PM 
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For additional information, please contact:
 Bob Schmelz or George Hill

Office of Planning
 Maryland Transit Administration

6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

Presorted
First Class

US Postage PAID
Permit #149

Hanover, MD

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request special 
services such as an interpreter for the hearing impaired, please call 
410-767-3869 at least one week prior to the meeting.
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POSTCARD MAILING LIST 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 
 



Kirk Modernization Plan

December 2007 Postcard Mailing List

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Gunner Wortham

Jesse Watkins

Rawleigh F Fitzgerald Sr

Verna P Gee

Antwaun Carter

Tonya Pearson

Earle Wilson

Cynthia Goode

Walter Price Sr

Melvin Ashe

James Dudley

Darlene Chester

Marie A White

Trry Holt

Emmett Driggers

Robert Colbert Sr

C Flowers

Tabathia Adams

Elberta Harris

Vera Gentry

Ernestine Little

Joan C Cornish

Milneace Elliott

Stanley Barnes

Margaret Williamson

Annie L Alston

Catherine Yates

Michelle D Langford

Deborah J Reid

Wanda D Brooks

Marian Grinnage

Davidia Paige

Julia Gilliam

Logan E Green

Allen L Johnson

Mary M Kelly

Talanda Rogers

J Oliver

Eugene Barber

George Dorsey

Rhonda Y Gilliam

Nanette E Colbert

Nadine Barber
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

B Witherspoon

Monica L Smith

Carl W Green

Adegbemisola Oladunjoye

Walter Harris

Reginald Johnson

Vernal Gross

Chinwe Okoye

M Branch

Walter J Hunter

Patricia Moses

Roberta Mills

Joyce Garner

Joann Rice

A Russell

Latroye L Barber

Connie Burnett

Doris L Gilmore

Antoinette Wallace

George D Comegys

Annie Fleming

Theresa Wright

Stanley Barnes

Charlotte M Comegys

Tavon Mclean

Louivinia Smith

Ben Brown Jr

Teresa A Waddell

Wilbert J Evans

Wilbert A Ridgley Sr

Charles Mickens

Mickens Sarah

Susan Burton

Shawnise Jeffries

M Jacobs

Alexander Wilson

Trena Carter

Lelia A Harrison

Hanna G Negussie

Christopher A Blanton

Daphne A Washington

Gail P Griffin

Olivia Jackson
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Fred Harvey

Michael D Madison

Henry Williams

Milton Tillman III

T Queen

David K Anderson

Y Fame

Freida Morton

Christian Randle

Zaida Clements

K Bradshaw

Nancy Williams

M Queen

Wendell Simon

Crystal W Johnson

Lance Gibson

Shona Baker

Michael Payne

Mingo B Bethea

Janice Morton

Tonise Murphy

Marian Reed

Alicia Taylor

Kateena Wallace

Verea Williams

Shantrece Ringgold

Michael G Hester

Shelby J Brooks

Shante Johnson

Fannie Groce

Margaret Y Adams

Evelyn Rogers

Dawn Carter

Daniel Jones

Linwood Henderson

George S Brunson

Philip R Hill

Lesley Lewis

Ira Davis

Hillmon Pastor

W Hillman

Suzette Lanier

Estelle Word
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Walter M Henderson Jr

Todd Dubose

Paige Craddock

Gregory Lowman

Amanda Walker

John A Craddock Sr

David Andrews

Rosa M Giddins

Virginia M Turner

Stacy Hopkins

Dewayne H Williams

Jessie Vice

Diane F Brown

Lanel Johnson

Danielle Washington

Claude R Brown

Oke A Adebowale

D Grissom

Brenda J Boyd

Lillie M Cannie

Audrey E Wilson

Joanne Smith

Barbara Davis

Clayton W Swann

Janice L Allen

Valerie Harris

Krystal Giddins

Tiffany Claggett

Selenia Smith

Willie E Skipwith

Earlease Harris

Phyllis L Burley

Kelley Beebe

Bessie E Leach

Taje Monbo

Ruby D Bullock

Pamela M Watson

Charles Hurt

Pernola Ray

Howard Blackwell

Nellie Capers

Helen J Valentine

Shalonda Lowe
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Robert Persaud

James Clayborn

Ruby Stanbak

Claudette Wilder

Bernitta L Wright

Bernice W Spencer

Antonio Funderburk

Tiara L Bush

Robert Fayall

Denise L Jones

Lucille D Whitaker

Ercell S Buckson

M Vines

Tylesa Allen

Denise McDaniel

Mieko D Allen

Geneva Thomas

Yvonne L Greene

Yvonne Leonard

Audrey C Foster

Elaine P Day

Christopher C Jones

Maria Santanna

Shirley Mcdavid

Sandra Clark

Joseph Wilson

Robert Montgomery

David W Magaruh

Diona King

Jemaar Wallac

Edward Grooms

Mary Alexander

Veoretta Johnson

Linda Littlejohn

Kevin Crawford

Mia Thomas

Evelyn D Robinson

James E Gee Sr

Robert L Cheatham

Joy Ockimey

Leon Rollins

Kimberly Yarborough

Georgia Tucker
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Claudia D Craig

Raymond Petty

Evelyna B Nutter

Kenya Spann

Rafee Ud-Deen

Sharon L Colbert

Bobby Marshall

Bridget Harris

Nancy C Sye

Cynthia G Lambert

Louise B Mitchell

Irene Bradsher

M Bias

Michell Davis

Fonda Jackson

Joyce Harris-Johnson

Kimberly B Wise

Madeline Matthews

Jean Thompson

Lizzie Rogers

Shang Jones

William H Presbury

Charles D Morton

Fannie J Lewis

Linda Davis

Charles C Tucker Jr

Patricia Clark

Monroe Smith

Valencia Howell

Valerie A Johnson

Marsha Rogers

Cindy I Johnson

Stanley J Ash

Sherice Wilder

James Ames

R Britton

Pierre Laurent

Rachel A Cooper

Rachel Campbell

Clyde Hester

Melissa Lambert

Bertha Fowlkes

Mildred Stanley
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Albert Griffin

Roosevelt M Goings

Mcgoings Roosevelt

Elizabeth Slaughter

Jermaine Leonard

Josephine Donley

Payton M Branson

Valerie D Robinson

Anthony C Jones

Ellen M Smith

Aaron Tyson

Carolyn M Smith

Lula G Mitchell

Flora Ladson

Geraldine H Johnson

Geraldine B Halsey

Maxie J Davis

Dennis L Harrell

Sandra P Pope

Beulah J Mc Clarin

William J Venable

Vanessa Harrell

Joyce Venable

Jerry Owens

Charles H Brown

Scott Flornce

Joi Ketcham

Willie Pitt

Tyrone Hopkins Sr

Kenneth E Wiley

William A Allen

Michelle D Gooden

Lewis A Smith

William A Hicks

Geraldine Hampton

Linnette Bose

Eleonore Kam

Thomas H Paschall

Antoinette Richardson

Michael Mcgurn

Antoinette Robinson

Dulane Thomas

Joann Jones
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

D Davis

Linda F Cole

Janice Nicholson

Evelyn Rucker

M Camp

Vernedia L Southers

Stephen Fields

Maranda Walker

Rhonda Jones

Jerrod Cephas

Nicole Green

Lawrence Appah

Rossie Cannon Jr

Thomasina Jenkins

Jina Vandi

Lisha Moore

Contessa Taylor

Carol Stevenson

Tara Carter

Mamie Mckoy

Michelle Miller

Delbert Lee

Louise Smith

Andrew M Charles

Joan E Blake-Scott

Geraldine J Mckoy

Larry Hardy

Elizabeth Ayanleye

Joan Little

Shawntay S Smith

Anna Stevens

Jerry Vinson

Michael T Henson

P M Roscoe

Robert C Baker

Rose Rosa

Clemon B Yeargin

Marsha Smith

Robert Spencer

James Pittman

Gayheart Cook

Rosalyn P Booth

Tiawana Jones
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Daisy Dulley

Kellie Vaughan

Karran Canady

Erin Laster

Terry Smith

William Griffin

Keyona Thomas

Michael Jones

Barbara Moss

Desiree Pugh

Dainna Pearce

Teneka Golson

Leslie A Dungee

Adeline Sturdivant

Milton Baines

Ciera Jackson

Michelle Campbell

Aisha Muhammad

Lorenzo Cooper

John Gladney

M Jones

Joseph Mollett

Barbara A Simmons

Compton A Spellen

Charlotte Garclner

Walter L Carter Jr

David A Fant

Ann Dappie

Blanche Pryor

Ann Dappie

Karen Waters

Ray Canady

Kia Hill

Lucille Hawkins

Larsteen B Yow

Melvin Obrien

Daleen Wilson

Calvin Wallace

Delores E Fulton

Akil K Fulford

Stacey Whitfield

Willie C Jordan

Clayton Fenner
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Stacie Paylor

Mabel O Haynes

Mary L Johnson

Quintin Harris

Tarnya Polk

Robert L Mcclinton

Robert A Palmieri

Gregory Scruggs

Cory E Daniel

L J Foster

William Millard

Barbara A Coleman

Tiona N Mayson

William Paylor Jr

Amey Chambers

Donna A Johnson

Desmonde Downing Sr

Stephanie A Kingwood

Bertha Little

Anderson D Cager

Josephine Mcmillan

Grace Gaither

B Jordan

Louise Bills

Mary L Roy

Nimat M Abdul-Salaam

Geneva Davis

Barbara Peterson

Carole Colbert

Beverly L Corbin

Wilbur Lee

Janet Franklin

Carolyn Anderson

Steven Salliey

Tara Clark

Sandra Harried

Lynn E Key

Latasha Booze

Shaquoia Paylor

Quocuy T Nguyen

Angela Harris

James K Clarke

Luther E Mullins
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Clarice Harden

Cathrin-Diane Hunter

Gwendolyn P Harried

Tammi O Smith

Catherine Duckett

Rosa E Wilson

Thomas Lightner Jr

George R Emerson

Virginia Kelly

Janice Lewis

Natalie Featherstone

Beatrice Seward

George A Whitehurst

Kevin Crowner

L Lang

Rudolph Salley

Rhonda T Mathis

Willie Warren

Emma J Allen

Karen R Mcfadden

Celine Onyewu

Charles Flager

Craig Thompson

Deanetrice Fleming

Bernard Dixon

Deanetrice Brooks

Thomas L Dorsey

Sheila S Matthews

Debra C Alexander

Ebony Parris

Keith Rga

Laurie Johnson

Gene Cheatham

Janie M Winn

Katina Reed

Ciera A Holly

Frances M Cox

George Jones

Mitchell E Page

Mary Cameron

Sean Dargan

Darlene Alston

Janet D Smith
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Diane Harris

Mario Ward

Jackson Cleveland

Margaret Griffin

James Sims Jr

Retha A Ball

Wynso Tindall

Lisa Brown

Myeshia Hall

Agnes Brockington

Wanda Moore

Angela Washington

Lakisha S Ryles

Linda Williams

Veronica Smith

Stella Dayaram

William A Wright

Gloria White

David Ivey

Tameka Thompson

Niya H Baker

Tameka Jones

Andre P Wilson

Vicki Smith

Diane Walker

Gloria P Foster

Cantrice Mckenzie

Marvin L Stokes

Irious G Morton

Teona A Richardson

Gloria E Reed

Tyrone Corprew

Joseph Oslomwan

Dawn R Moss

Athea Davis

Johnnie Charles

Toya Johnson

Ronald J Venable

Tiffany Arnold

Harry L Fitch

Lisa M Thompson

Michael Baskeville

Lloyd Taylor
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FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL LAST NAME

Imogene Mack

Jermaine Tiggle

Doris Harper

Antonio Guy

Faye C Flythe

Asia Williams

Bernard C Sturtevant Jr

Jeffrey Gerber

Brenda Jordan

Lenora Mitchell

Charlie O Knotts

Thelma Mullins

Thelma Odom

Tia Waller

Yolanda Elliott

Sarah Mckesson

Rodney Dowery

Gladys Martin

Joanne Mcmillon

Charles Walker

Denitta Hawkins

Terry E Tracey

Pauline Harvey

Julius L Ford

Valerie Lubin

Eileen Sturdavant

Gwendolyn T Quinonez

Gwendolyn Fletcher

Jacqueline Mooring

Brian Barrett

Tyrone E Tracey

Dwayne Hawkins

Valerie D Pressley

Delores Thomas

Gregory George

Clarice M Reid

Earline B Marcus

Thomas Fraling

George Taylor

Hersey A Faison

Dwight L Marshall

Tynisha Epps

Ida R Woods
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Iris M Vennie

Alverie Harris

Tonya Jones

Shirley Carroll

Mallory Venable

Shermia Burnette

Geraldine Bean

Nena L Weldon

Nina M Gardner

Juriner Wilson

James Brock

Zelda Gibbs

Katrina N Jones

Lavonyer Cash

K J Robins

Michalel K Fowlkes

Janie Rivers

Current Resident

Current Resident

Current Resident

Peter Holdings

Steven Givens

NOVA SERVICES

CPMS LIMITED LIAB
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Kirk Modernization Plan

December 2007 Community Mailing List

TITLE FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION

Ms. Margaret Adams

Mr. James Alderman ACORN Cecil and Kirk

Ms. Madhur Bansal Rep. Elijah Cummings Office

Sister Jeanne Barasha St. Ann's Church

Floreen Barber

V. Basil

Ms. Barbara Bates-Hopkins JHUSPH

Harry Bennett

Shelby Brooks

Ms. Zaida Clement

Mr. David Clement

Edward Cohen TRAC

Mark Cynan

Peggy Day St. Ann's Church

G.R. Emerson

Ms. Mary Evans

Eddie Fentress St. Ann's Church

Aucec Fletcher

Ms. Angela Fraser Mayor's Office

Helen Gaddy

Michelle Gooden

Yvonne Greene

M.C. Hapman CAC

Mr. Roland Harrison

Ms. Anita Harrison St. Ann's Church

Ms. Shirley Harvey

William Hawk

Dwayne Hawkins

Janet Jenkins Housing

Lenwood Johnson Baltimore County Planning Office

L. Johnson

Sharon Kicks

Ms. Evelyn Lawson

Evelyn Logon

Michael Mazepinh Peoples Homesteading Group

Delores Moore St. Ann's Church

Mr. Ralph Moore, Jr. St. Ann's Church

Ida Morsell St. Ann's Church

Ms. Freida Morton

Mr. Darrell Morton ACORN

Sarah Murber

Leon Purnell EJP

Gwen Qucneng

John Redmond

Ms. Sharon Ricks

Ms. Evelyn Rogers

Mr. Ahmed Said Greater Greenmount Community Associaton

Vernon Simm Rep. Elijah Cummings Office

Lolita Slocum

Carl Stalwood

Eileen Sturdavant
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TITLE FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION

Carl Suber Housing

John Taylor St. Ann's Community

Ms. Pat Tracey Johns Hopkins University

Michael Trush John Hopkins

Ms. Devon Wilford-Said Greater Greenmount Community Associaton

Veoea Williams
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Kirk Modernization Plan

December 5, 2007 Open House Sign in Sheet

NAME ORGANIZATION

Ceceila McKenzie Oliver C.A.

Lawerence Pully Oliver C.A.

Ernestine Caldwell

John Goodman GCG

Lowell Larson

Lisa William

Devon Wilford-Said Greater Greenmount C.A.

Ahmed Said Greater Greenmount C.A.

Sandra Coles Greater Greenmount C.A.

Pastor Kelvin Ruane Blazing Star Pentacostal

Evangelist Jane Williams New Good Sam. Baptist

1 of 1
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Page 1 of 3   

Kirk Avenue Bus Modernization Project 
December 5, 2007 Open House Comments 

 

 

 

Barbara Bates Hopkins 

JHU 

615 N. Wolfe St.  

Baltimore, MD 21205 

410-502-5657 

bbatesho@jhsph.edu 

 

Comments: 1. This meeting should have been rescheduled because of the weather – 

consideration should have been given to the seniors and other community residents and project 

supporters.  

2. Notification should be posted on TV, radio, schools, churches, etc.  

3. Community stakeholders should be attending all planning meetings.  

4. How has concerns of residents especially on Bartlett Ave been addressed? Will they be 

addressed?  

5. Hopefully the residents will be alive to realize some of this project’s changes and 

improvements. 

 

I am very disappointed that we were not notified in advance of this meeting. We have worked 

very closely with the residents in this community but are not included in what has been 

announced as “working with the community”. The community is available to attend any 

meetings concerning all development plans that initiate the plans – not after the plans have been 

set in place. No time was given to community to be in attendance of this meeting. No media 

advertisement – no fliers posted in residents’ homes or community meetings, schools, churches 

etc. What is considered community involvement? 

 

 

Pat Tracey 

JHU 

615 N. Wolfe St 

Baltimore MD 21205 

443-287-4686 

ptracey@jhsph.edu 

 

Comments: Again, I feel that the residents were not notified in enough time. You must consider 

we are now in a holiday mode and not caring about MTA’s meeting. All snow will keep the 

elderly from participating.  

 

1. MTA provides forum – Yes. 

2. Do people felt that they are being heard? – No. 

3. At MTA meetings, facilitators continue to make residents feel that they are imagining the 

soot in their homes 
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4. Most of what the residents want is relief from the negative impacts of the bus facility. 

5. The new plans look better, but too late for all those who have died or have very 

deteriorated health.  

 

 

 

No contact info provided 

 

Comments: I’m writing this letter to let you know that you need to do what you all have to do to 

get something done. And if you move the people out of Bartlett Ave. and other street, you have 

to.  

 

 

Sister Jean Barasha 

St Anne’s Church 

728 E. 22
nd

 St. 

Baltimore, MD  

410-235-8169 

Saintannschurch.1@juno.com 

 

Comments: I am concerned that the communication from the MTA concerning meetings be 

disseminated enough in advance so that community participation can be encouraged and 

organized in a timely manner. 

 

 

Claire Palmieri  

2123 Homewood Ave 

Baltimore, MD 21218 

410-767-4923 

rcapalmieri@earthlink.net 

 

Comments: 1. Space bus stops every 4 to 5 blocks, not every single block as the No. 8 in 

Lutherville.  

2. We need express and limited routes – A ride to the mall is at least 1 ½ hours in any direction. 

3. Bus seating should be parallel “bench” seating for ease of boarding and exiting. The present 

configuration is aggravating for all, passengers and operators alike.  

4. Use all hybrid, clean vehicles. Diesel is from the stone age, it kills people.  

 

 

 

Sandra “Kay” Biles 

Greater Greenmount Community Assoc. 

202-622-3329 (work) 

443-220-2270 (home) 

Sandra.L.Biles@irscounsel.treas.gov 
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Comments: I have come on behalf of the Community Association. We would like to invite you 

to a Community Association meeting, in order to inform the community about the next phases of 

the MTA and to get the community out, not just the residents of Bartlett, but the entire 

community. 

 

 

Comments heard from the presentation: 

 

- Is there money for this project? 

- What do you see as benefits for the proposed new building? 

- Why are buses running down Cecil Ave. instead of on Bonaparte and 25
th

? 

- Are there plans to take any homes or go beyond the currently property lines you have and 

move closer into the community? 

- Could we create some sort of economic stimulus for the area? 

- Exactly where is that bridge (connecting Kirk facilities) going to and from? Can the 

public use it? 

- Where would the employee parking be? 
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Kirk Bus Division Modernization Project

Project Description

The modernization of the Kirk Bus Division includes 
the replacement of the current maintenance facility at Kirk 
Avenue and on the property across the street that is being 
acquired by the MTA.  A new bus storage facility will then 
be constructed on the current Kirk Division site.

 
The  purpose of the modernization is to provide a more 

efficient and cost-effective operating and maintenance 
environment by replacing the current facility that was 
constructed around 1946 by a predecessor private sector 
transit operator.  The current facility has exceeded its useful 
life as the facility has aged and as bus technology and 
maintenance requirements and methods have changed.

The Kirk Division provides about 165 buses that serve 
13 bus routes, primarily in the northeast quarter of the City 
and County.  The Kirk Avenue location is both strategic and 
critical to providing quality, responsive, and efficient service 
to its customers.

Q: What are the specifics of this project?
 
A: The Modernization of the Kirk Bus Division is a multi-
stage project.  The current plan for the long-term modern-
ization project includes the following:

• Acquisition of the 4.2-acre Reese Press property for the 
construction of a modern vehicle maintenance building.  
The new maintenance facility would be constructed in 
such a way as to shield the noise and visual effects of 
the maintenance operations from the adjacent residential 
neighborhoods.

• Demolition of all structures on both parcels.

• Construction of a new Administration Building on the 
existing Kirk property on the north side of Kirk Avenue.

• Construction of a new Ve-
hicle Storage and Vehicle 
Dispatch Building on the 
existing property which would allow covered storage, 
start-up, fueling and washing of all buses.

• Provision of on-site parking for all employees.

• Application of architectural and urban/pedestrian 
design elements that fit with and enhance the com-
munity.
 

Q: Is the MTA considering any short-term improve-
ments to improve the community?

A: Yes, the MTA is continuing a program started in 
2004 to address the immediate concerns of the com-
munity while planning the long-term modernization 
of the Kirk Division.  Since 2004, the MTA has imple-
mented the following measures to address community 
concerns:

• Began “nose in” parking near Bartlett Avenue resi-
dences to place exhaust fumes and most engine noise 
away from homes.

• Began to phase out public address system announce-
ments between 9 PM and 7 AM. 

• Reduced on-site bus idle time to lower noise and air 
emission concentrations.

• Continued to phase out Bus Engine Air Starters.  As new 
buses are added, engine air starters are being replaced 
with electric starters to lower noise levels.

• Replaced 41% of the Kirk Division bus fleet by assign-
ing 80 newer buses to the facility in order to address noise 
and emissions issues.

Questions & Answers

For additional information, please contact:

 Bob Schmelz or George Hill
Office of Planning

 Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869

www.mtamaryland.com
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   Q: What is the time frame for this project?

   A: Given that the Kirk Modernization project is currently in the conceptual 
   stages of development (the Planning Phase), the overall schedule has not been finalized. 
   The schedule for the planning process for the Modernization Project is as follows:

   Development of interim improvements    Summer 2007

   Refinement of modernization concepts    Summer 2007

   Detailed environmental analysis of modernization  Summer 2007/2008
   project         

   Public Meeting update on interim    December 2007
   improvements and proposed modernization       

   Select an alternative for the modernization project  Winter 2007/2008
   
   Public Meeting       Spring 2008
   
   Begin final design       Spring 2008

   Complete final design      Winter 2009/2010

   Begin construction       Spring 2010

   Complete construction/resume full operations   Summer 2012

• Implemented use of Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel (ULSD) 
Fuel. MTA has studied the use of ULSD at the Kirk Av-
enue facility to improve air quality and 100% conversion 
has been targeted for 2007.

• Conducted an in-depth noise study to measure noise 
levels over a twenty-four hour period and supplemental 
20-minute measurements at locations on Bartlett Avenue 
as well as other streets in the community adjacent to the 
facility.

• Downsized Kirk Division from 220 buses to up to 175 
buses.

• MTA is studying the possibility of making short-term 
improvements to improve the appearance of Kirk and to 
make it easier to maintain.

In addition to the above measures and the overall long 
term Kirk Division Modernization project, MTA is cur-
rently investigating stronger interim measures that might 
be used to improve the buffer between Bartlett Avenue and 
the bus division; specifically a planted or decorative buf-
fer that could be constructed near-term, but would remain 
intact after the modernized bus division is constructed.

Q: Will there be more buses at Kirk Division?

A: There are no plans to increase the number of buses 
stored and maintained at Kirk.

Q: Has MTA purchased or will MTA purchase any 
homes to complete this project?
A: No, MTA has not and does not plan to purchase any 
homes as we modernize the Kirk facility.  The purchase of 
the commercial property across Kirk Avenue makes any 
such purchases unnecessary. 

Q: Can the MTA move the facility to a different place?  
Why does it have to stay here?

A: The Kirk Bus Division is a key facility in the MTA’s 
metropolitan bus operations. The Kirk Division is the 
most centrally located of the four MTA divisions and is 
close to many of the most heavily used bus corridors in 
Baltimore, including Maryland Avenue, Charles Street, 
Greenmount Avenue, Harford Road and Belair Road. Lo-
cating bus maintenance and dispatch facilities in close 
proximity to as many bus routes as possible is essential to 
the efficiency of transit service and the minimizing of op-
erational costs. The time and mileage required for buses 
traveling to the start of their run, returning at the end of 
the run and accommodating driver shift changes is lower 
at the Kirk Division location than any other available lo-
cation in the Baltimore area.

This facility is located to provide cost-effective service 
to the 13 routes in the Northeast quarter of the city. If it 
were to be relocated it would be more expensive to oper-
ate those buses and take more time to respond to road 
calls from buses in service that have operating problems.

Q: Why do the buildings have to be so big?

A: The bus storage building is intended to cover all of the 
buses assigned to the Kirk Division as well as provide fu-
eling, washing, interior cleaning, and circulation for those 
buses.  This should help improve air quality and reduce 
noise from MTA’s operations.

Q: Employee vehicles take up a high number of parking 
spaces on our streets. Is there anything you can do to 
eliminate this?

A: Our facility plans currently include enough on-site 
parking spaces for all Kirk Division employees.

Q: How could the community be impacted by the construction 
for this project?

A: The construction of the new modernized facility will 
take place in several stages. The first stage would consist 
of the demolition of the former Reese Press building and 
construction of the maintenance facility in its place.  There 
would be little or no change to the operation of the Kirk 
Division during this stage, as compared to current condi-
tions. The second stage would consist of transferring all 
Kirk Division maintenance operations across the street to 

the new maintenance building.  A nearby site would be 
temporarily used for bus parking while the main transpor-
tation and storage building and administration building 
are constructed on the current Kirk Division site. During 
this second stage, the surrounding neighborhood would 
see a reduced level of bus activity until the Transportation 
and Administration buildings are complete and the full fa-
cility is completely operational.

Demolition and construction activities would follow ap-
plicable City of Baltimore residential ordinances for al-
lowable noise levels, dust control, debris removal, night-
time construction restrictions and traffic control.

Q: Will the community be included during the planning 
and development process?

A: The community will continue to be involved in the 
planning and development of this project as concepts for 
the Modernization Project are refined and as potential in-
terim improvements are identified.

Q: How can the community stay updated on the project?

A: The community can stay updated on the project by 
visiting the Maryland Transit Administration Web Site 
at www.mtamaryland.com for updates on the project, 
future open house workshops, major milestones for the 
project, and submitting comments. Written comments can 
also be sent to the MTA at 6 Saint Paul Street Baltimore, 
MD 21202. This project needs community input to be a 
success.
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BALTIMORE TIMES NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JANUARY 22, 2008 



A Notice from the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)

For additional information, please contact:
 
Bob Schmelz or Dawnn McCleary
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 767-3869
www.mtamaryland.com

KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION
“COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE”

You’re Invited to a 
Community Open House

 Regarding the Modernization of the
 Kirk Avenue Bus Division

 There was a limited community 
turnout at our December 5 open 
house due to inclement weather. 
This meeting is scheduled to present 
the proposed modernization plans to 
those residents who could not attend 
that evening. 

Cecil Elementary School 
Cafeteria  

2000 Cecil Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21218

7 PM to 9 PM

Meeting Information

Location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request special services such as an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired, please call 410-767-3869 at least one week prior to the meeting.

The Meeting will be held on 
January 22, 2008 at:

Project update presentation scheduled for 7:30PM 
*Please enter the school cafeteria using the entrance on the 
corner of Kirk Avenue and Homewood Avenues
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SIGN IN SHEET 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 2007 



Kirk Modernization Plan

January 22, 2008 Open House Sign in Sheet

NAME ORGANIZATION

Margaret Adams

Helen Dale MTA

Z. Clements

D. Clements

B. Bates-Hopkins JHU-UEH

A. Harrison MTA

Quinn Gorman Del. McIntosh's Office

Frieda Morton

Michael Mazepinh Peoples Homesteading Group

Harry T Spikes II Congressman Cummings Office

Sister Jean Barasha St. Ann's Church

Pat Tracey JHU-UEH

1 of 1
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MEETING COMMENTS 
 

FOR THE MEETING AT THE CECIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

DATED JANUARY 22, 2008 



Page 1 of 2   

Kirk Avenue Bus Modernization Project 
January 22, 2008 Open House Comments 

 

 

Comments from Meeting Discussion: 

 

• Why can’t you work with the city or bring them here (to the meeting) to work 

on this issue (rerouting of buses in the area due to sewer work)? 

• If you’re sensitive to the community this would have been resolved already. 

• There is too much traffic on Curtain Ave by the school to run buses up there. 

• Buses would be late if they ran up Cecil Ave, because of the school kids. 

• Who should we contact in the city about the bus detours? 

• One child injured by a bus is unacceptable. We have small children in this 

area and nobody is taking action on this issue. 

• I want all the names and numbers for contact people (Sr. Jean). 

• Involve the city folks at the next meeting. 

• So the school had no input regarding the new (temporary) bus routes? 

• We had no input when they moved the buses 40 feet back (from Bartlett 

Alley). 

• What are you going to do for us NOW? 

• The real issue is the operations division would never run a division by the 

beltway. 

• If you don’t have operations informing residents + businesses you are 

speaking in generalities. 

• How many buses run up and down these streets today? 

• After the improvements (to the Kirk facility) how are the buses going to be 

routed? 

• Can the bus loads be distributed along other streets? 

• You need specific bus number information to understand the problem. 

• If the city takes 25
th

 St. off as a return run option, the MTA needs to fight to 

keep it. 

• I’m asking for a report on the frequency of bus returns and headways of each 

street. 

• What about mitigation for the residents now? 

• I’ve heard the MTA say they were here first, but for 27 years they’ve moved 

the buses closer to our homes and we’ve had health effects. 

• 7 feet is too close for the 230 buses that are there. 

• North of Hopkins they have 30 acres of construction going on. When you start 

building what are you going to do when people start feeling the impacts of 

construction? 

• The data they presented for construction at Hopkins just showed what the 

designers wanted it to show. 

• It’s inexcusable to blame this on other departments (bus re-routing), you’re 

dealing with peoples’ lives. 
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Kirk Modernization Plan 

January 22, 2008 Open House Comments 

Page 2 of 2   

• What I would like to see is the City be mandated to come to these meetings to 

answer our concerns. 

• Have the bus stop signs been adjusted to recognize the bus detours? 

• What is the MTA doing to mitigate construction issues of the immediate 

neighbors, namely the dust and filth that will be thrown into the air? 

• We need actions not words for this neighborhood. 
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                             LETTER TO FRIEDA MORTON  

 
FROM 

 
SUZANNA BOND 

 
DATED JULY 8, 2003 
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MEMORANDUM TO ROBERT MOWRY AND HENRY KAY 
 

FROM 
 

SUZANNE BOND AND JOHN LEWIS 
 

DATED MAY 22, 2003 
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LETTER TO ROBERT SMITH 
 

FROM 
 

BERNARD C. “JACK” YOUNG 
 

DATED JANUARY 16, 2004 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT BUSES!!! FLYER 
 

ADVERTISING THE BARTLETT AVENUE RESIDENTS MEETING 
 

DATED FEBRUARY 19, 2004 
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LETTER TO DR. PETER BEILENSON AND ROBERT SMITH 
 

FROM 
 

TERRY J. HARRIS 
 

DATED MARCH 4, 2004 
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UNDATED LETTER TO MTA 
 

FROM 
 

FRIEDA MORTON 
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LETTER TO CURTIS STOVALL (CURT) ANDERSON 
 

FROM  
 

ROBERT SMITH 
 

DATED AUGUST 9, 2004 
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LETTER TO RICHARD L. FLANAGAN 
 

FROM 
 

MAGGIE McINTOSH 
 

DATED OCTOBER 13, 2004 
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LETTER TO MAGGIE McINTOSH 
 

FROM 
 

RICHARD L. FLANAGAN 
 

DATED NOVEMBER 4, 2004 
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ANONYMOUS LETTER TO MTA 
 

FROM 
 

“A CONCERNED BALTIMORE CITY RESIDENT” 
 

DATED JANUARY 30, 2007 
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LETTER TO MAGGIE McINTOSH 
 

FROM 
 

SISTER JEANNE BARASHA 
 

DATED JANUARY 31, 2007 
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LETTER TO JOHN D. PORCARI 
 

FROM 
 

MAGGIE McINTOSH 
 

DATED FEBRUARY 5, 2007 
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LETTER TO MAGGIE McINTOSH 
 

FROM 
 

JOHN D. PORCARI 
 

DATED MARCH 15, 2007 
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LETTER TO PAUL J. WIEDEFELD 
 

FROM 
 

RALPH E. MOORE, JR. 
 

DATED JULY 6, 2007 
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LETTER TO RALPH E. MOORE, JR. 
 

FROM 
 

PAUL J. WIEDEFELD 
 

DATED AUGUST 15, 2007 
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LETTER TO PAUL J. WIEDEFELD 
 

FROM 
 

THE RESIDENTS OF 700 BLOCK OF BARTLETT AVENUE 
 

DATED OCTOBER 1, 2007 
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LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF 700 BLOCK OF BARTLETT AVENUE 
 

FROM 
 

PAUL J. WIEDEFELD  
 

DATED NOVEMBER 14, 2007 
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MEETING NOTES ENTITLED: 
 

ON SITE MEETING AT KIRK AVENUE BUS DIVISION 
 

DATED APRIL 20, 2007 
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